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SHOWERS. 



I. 

GATHEEING CLOUDS AND PARTIAL 

SHOWEES. 

The words which stand on the title-page of this 
volume, occur in a chapter in which the prophet 
Ezekiel foretells the future of Israel — their restora- 
tion from the Babylonish Captivity, and the blessed 
and glorious state of things which was to follow. 
They are applied here to the Church of Christ, on 
the ground that as " they are not all Israel who are 
of Israel," so many are Israel who are not of Israel 
according to the flesh. The Church of Christ is the 
true Israel, and the context shows that it is her his- 
tory which is present to the prophet's mind, whether 
she be Israel according to the flesh or not. 

The grouping together in the prophet's utterance 
of events which are far apart in their occurrence, 
may be explained by a very simple illustration. 
Just as in surveying a landscape, remote objects 
appear to the onlooker to be much nearer each other 
than they really are — several mountains for example 
appearing to be only one ; so tli^ T^\s\a\fe ^^^c5s»^ 
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whfch are presented to the prophet's mind, may- 
follow each other at a much greater distance than 
appears to him. For even the prophets had to 
" search what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ, which was in them did signify, when it testi- 
fied beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory- 
that should follow." Thus, while Ezekiel foretells 
the restoration of Israel, he foretells also in the same 
breath, and makes them appear in such close proxi- 
mity- that we have diflSiculty in distinguishing between 
them, the more glorious events of the latter day, when 
God would raise up for His Israel "a plant of renown," 
— when " His servant David would be a king and a 
prince to them" — when He would "sprinkle clean 
water upon them and make them clean, and from all 
their filthiness, and from all their idols cleanse them, 
a new heart give unto them, and a new spirit put 
within them," — and when in no merely local, but in a 
grander spiritual sense, He would " make them and 
the places round about His hill a blessing." 

The prophecy was strikingly fulfilled after our 
Lord's coming, at Pentecost especially, and is being 
conspicuously fulfilled in our own day, when the 
record of recent events reads like a new chapter in 
the Acts of the Apostles, and the year on which 
we have entered promises, by God's mercy, to add 
a more glorious chapter stUl. 
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It will not be questioned, we presume, by any of 
our readers, that this country has for more than twelve 
months been the scene of a very remarkable religious 
awakening. Whatever opinion may be formed of the 
phenomena we have recently witnessed — however 
they may be explained, and whatever conclusions 
may be founded on them, they are too palpable for 
any one to question their existence. And we unhesi- 
tatingly express our belief that the more carefully 
they are examined, the more will they impress every 
candid Christian mind with the conviction, that 
they are the signs and the accomplishments of a 
work of grace, as genuine as it is remarkable and 
extraordinary. 

The commencement of this work dates farther back 
than the visit to this country of the two American 
evangelists, who have become so prominently iden- 
tified with it. The state of things which preceded 
their visit, and with which their labours were conge- 
nial — the state of things which prepared the way for 
their great meetings, and rendered them possible — was 
in itself a revival, at least in its incipient stage. The 
united and earnest prayers which were offered in 
many parts of the land for an enlarged outpouring of 
the Divine Spirit, the widespread belief that such an 
outpouring was imminent, were in themselves signs 
that the revival had already begun. The Iml^^^^sj^^^^^ 
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was kindled. The heat was becoming intense. Jets 
of it were appearing here and there above the surface. 
And the labours of these brethren were but the 
means which God employed for opening the aperture 
through which it burst into wide-spreading flame — 
flame which, though it may have shot up into greater 
height within, has extended far beyond, the sphere of 
their ministrations. We shall not be misunderstood. 
Our purpose in this statement is not to depreciate 
the labours of brethren whom God has so signally 
honoured ; but only to show what a priori grounds 
we have for confidence in the genuineness of the 
results which have been realised. For if these are in 
harmony with the previous condition of the Church 
— if they are the things which she has been praying 
for and expecting — ^if God gave her the earnest of 
them in leaving her to desire and expect them — if she 
was in such a state that the great awakenings are 
only the natural outcoming of the feelings which had 
heretofore been latent or but partially expressed, it 
would ill become her to look upon them with a sus- 
picious eye because they may have come in a man- 
ner, and in connection with agencies, such as she 
might not have anticipated or preferred. 

It is unnecessary now to rehearse the familiar tale 
of what has taken place, beyond taking the briefest 
glance at some of the more prominent facts. It is now 
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little more than a year ago since Messrs Moody and 
Sankey visited Newcastle, and they had not been 
many days there before we heard of the extraordinary 
effects which attended the preaching of the one and 
the singing of the other— the crowds who came to 
hear the Gospel night after night — the large mid-day 
meetings — the hundreds who declared their decision 
for Christ — the manner in which nearly all the 
ministers of the town, even those who had least 
sympathy with revival movements, and were least 
likely to be affected by them, were led to interest 
themselves in the work — and the share of blessing 
which fell to the lot of nearly all the evangelical 
churches. Edinburgh was visited shortly afterwards, 
and similar results to those realised in the seat of 
commerce were witnessed in that city of classical 
culture and refinement, only on a much more exten- 
sive scale, the hundreds in the one having grown to 
something like thousands in the other. In Glasgow, 
where the population was greater; the number of 
conversions was proportionally increased. And away 
into the North, through Perth and Dundee, on to 
Aberdeen and Inverness, wherever the evangelists 
have gone, the movement has extended, and every- 
where has presented the same features and been fol- 
lowed with the same satisfactory results. Nothing 
like it has ever taken place in Scotland before^ ^^^c>^ 
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in those localities which have become historic as 
the scenes of revival. 

" Such vast and numerous evangelistic meetings/' 
says Professor Blaikie, '* as have been held in Edin- 
burgh and Glasgow during the current season ; such 
streams of stricken ones asking the way to Zion ; such 
gatherings of young men consecrating themselves 
to the Lord; such crowds of children singing' their 
Gospel hymns with the fresh interest and happy trust 
of children, and honestly trying to avouch the Lord 
to be their God ; such regiments of Christian recruits 
entering Christ's army, overflowing with such zeal 
and love in His service — and all within the brief 
space of half a year — no previous age has witnessed 
in Scotland/' Ireland, too, in Dublin and Belfast, 
has received a share of the blessing. And now the 
shower is falling in various parts of England. Man- 
chester, Sheffield, Birmingham, Liverpool, have be- 
come the scenes of gracious visitation, such as they 
have never before enjoyed. Nor is the work confined 
to these centres; but from the metropolis to the 
remotest country districts, not only have special 
meetings been held, but what is of more importance, 
special power has attended the ordinary means of 
grace, so that the ingatherings to the churches, even 
where no special services were held, have been un- 
usually large. For example, "in the heart of 



AND PABTIAL SHOWERS. 9 

Aberdeenshire, with the secluded parish of Drum- 
blade as a centre, and embracing half-a-dozen con- 
tiguous parishes, where the population is very 
scattered and purely agricultural, a work has been 
going on which is believed to have added to the 
church of the saved not less than a thousand souls." 
And this is but a specimen of what has taken place, 
although on a less extensive scale, in other localities, 
where without any particular excitement beyond that 
which necessarily attends the simultaneous decision 
of numbers for Christ, a movement has been quietly 
going on which has issued in an ingathering of souls 
to the churches such as has marked no previous year 
of their history. The members of the churches have 
themselves been quickened. Controversy has been 
hushed Ministers who stood alopf from each other 
have been drawn into cordial co-operation. Not the 
least reniarkable feature of the movement is, that with 
nearly every section it appears to have found favour. 
We have had revivals before in some localities which 
were regarded, at best, with indifference, and often 
with unconcealed aversion. Respectability was flut- 
tered by them. Staid orthodoxy knew not what to 
make of them, rightly divining that the new wine 
would be very apt to burst the old bottles. The regu- 
lar ministrys tood aloof from them, and left them to be 
conducted by the irregular agencies of the cIl\is«?cs&^. 
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Now the case is entirely changed Almost every 
denomination, and some of the most unlikely mem- 
bers in each, have been carried along on the mighty 
spiritual current ; and revival plans and methods 
have sprung into general favour. The very psalmody 
has been revolutionised. The solemn lugubrious 
strains which were heard in the northern part of the 
kingdom have given place largely to those hymns 
which express the deeper cravings and more powerful 
emotions of the religious life. The frigid formalities 
of the pulpit, where ministers could scarcely bear to 
see a soul saved except in the most regular and 
orthodox manner, have been supplanted by a more 
direct and fervent, if less stately style of address ; and 
grey-headed divines, forgetting their respectability 
and dignity, in their desire for the salvation of souls, 
go forth into the street to preach the Gospel of Christ, 
and join with the new converts in their most jubilant 
and inspiriting strains. An unusual desire for the 
extension of the cause of Christ has taken possession 
of the Lord's people everywhere; and conferences 
and conventions have been held whose sole object 
has been the advancement of the religious life in 
some of its various phases. Mr Moody had scarcely 
closed his in Inverness, when a number of Christian 
workers from all parts of the countiy assembled in 
Perth, and simultaneously with that Oxford witnessed 
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a gathering from places still more remote, of those 
who are aspiring after the higher Christian life. 
The bare reference to these and other facts is 
enough to show that the movement is one which 
is altogether unprecedented in our own country, 
or in modern times, and such as to remind us of 
the wonders of the Pentecostal age. We have all 
heard of these things. Most of us have probably- 
been privileged to witness them to a greater or less 
extent. We have seen verified in an unmistakable 
manner the words with which we have recently be- 
come so familiar, that " Jesus of Nazareth passeth by." 
We have heard the air filled with the sound which 
His movements created. We have known a neigh- 
bourhood charged with the influences which flow 
from His presence — ^men's hearts beating with the 
expectation of blessings to come, or full of gladness 
because of blessings received — an unwonted solem- 
nity brooding over them while, in accents hushed, 
they spoke of the wonders He was working in their 
midst. What means that disposition, on the part of 
the people of God, to pray and look for the exercise 
of His saving power ? That readiness, on the part of 
thousands who have hitherto been careless, to listen 
to the preaching of the Gospel, and give earnest heed 
to their soul's welfare? That imusual solemnity 
which pervades so many of our religious assemblies.^. 
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That thronging of the churches here and there, in the 
busiest thoroughfares of our great cities, in the busiest 
hours of the day ? Those anxious ones who press for- 
ward to speak about their spiritual interests — those 
hundreds who testify that they have passed from 
death to life ? What do all these and other things 
mean but that in the exercise of His saving love and 
power the Lord is visiting His people ? That solem- 
nity which pervades so many of our religious assem- 
blies — what is it but the hush of expectancy which 
precedes His coming ? That rejoicing over sins for- 
given — that increase of religious life and activity in 
so many of His professing people — ^what are they but 
unmistakeable signs that already He is here ? 

Why should we question the reality or the value 
of such a work ? Is it not in harmotiy with our most 
cherished beliefs ? Has it not been the object of our 
most earnest prayers ? Have we not felt and con- 
fessed that the only hope of the Church was in such 
forth puttings of Divine power ? And is not the in- 
terposition a timely one ? Was it not high time that 
the long-sought blessing should come ? Has not the 
Church been standing in presence of the world, like 
the disciples at the foot of the mountain in the pre- 
sence of the demoniac, feeling herself powerless to 
expel the demons which had possession of the world's 
heart? Has she not been long enough taunted with 
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her feebleness? Has she not been profanely, we 
might almost say blasphemously, challenged to prove 
the power of prayer ? And now that these spiritual 
awakenings, for which no materialistic philosophy 
can account, have come as the Divine answer to the 
challenge, shall we discredit them ? Shall we depre- 
ciate the work of God by attributing it to some evil 
agency? Shall we justify the infidel challenge by 
acting as if prayer were meaningless, and had no 
power to prevail with God ? Shall we even, by the 
suspicions we indulge, make it appear as if an answer 
to prayer were the last thing we might expect ? We 
say not indeed that there is nothing in the movement 
of a questionable kind In such things there is 
always something of the human mingled with the 
Divine. Where God is at work, the devil is generally 
busy, trying as much as possible to mar what he can- 
not prevent. We hove seen bungling enough perpe- 
trated, and heard nonsense enough spoken, to inter- 
fere with any work of grace ; but all the more have 
we been impressed with the Divine influence to which 
all these things presented no effectual barrier, which 
worked on promoting its owii grand results in spite 
of the obstacles which men placed in its way; for just 
as an obstruction shows the force of the current which 
it cannot resist, so do these afford more conclusive 
proof that the energy which moved in believers^ and 
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impressed sinners, was nothing less and nothing else 
than the mighty power of Goi We cannot look on 
these things without seeing the finger of God, and 
exclaiming, "Behold, and see the wonders which God 
hath wrought." 

We shall commit a great mistake if we hastily 
assume that this revival has reached its limits. 
There are many churches which it has not yet 
visited ; and there is much still to be done in those in 
which it has been most largely enjoyed. Let us take 
care not to hinder the work from lasting, by assuming 
in our unbelief that it cannot last. What is to hinder 
its not only spreading everywhere, but continuing 
for years — ^yea, until the millennial glory shall be 
ushered in — except our own unpreparedness ? There 
is no weariness up yonder. " The Lord's arm is not 
shortened, that it cannot save ; neither is His ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear." The stores of spiritual 
influence from which those copious showers have 
fallen are not exhausted. " The Spirit of the Lord is 
not straitened." The proper attitude of the Church 
is still that of expectancy. We have not yet realised 
the ftOl measure of blessing which God has promised. 
There is a meaning in what we call " the glory of 
the latter day." The universal extension and the 
prolonged endurance of the present revival would 
not be more than a fulfilment of the prophetic Word. 
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The light of revelation casts before it the shadows of 
glorious events, which have yet to transpire before 
the accomplishment of all that the Lord has taught 
His Church to expect. We are far enough yet from 
having reached that state so glowingly described in 
the page of prophecy. "We cannot deny that the 
prophetic utterances are big with meaning, neither 
dare we set limits to the Divine power, nor question 
the Divine faithfulness. Why, then, should we not 
look for the fulfilment of all that is therein foretold ? 
It may be that we now see the beginning of those 
things. If so, let us look for their completion. Let 
us hail the dawn as the harbinger of the day. The 
streaks of light shooting above the horizon tell that 
the sunrise is near, and bid us wait for His appear- 
ing. We have seen but little as compared with what 
shall follow. It is only the higher peaks as yet 
which have caught the rosy tints of dawn, and are 
blushing like a bride when the loving heart mantles 
with the warm blood the fair, pale, brow for joy that 
the bridegroom cometh. But we look through tlie 
glass of prophecy, and what do we see ? It is morn- 
ing ! " The day breaks, and the shadows flee away." 
We look ; and what do we see ? The light steals 
silently down the rugged mountain's side. The 
clouds rise from the valley, as the sun penetrates 
them, and lifts them on the point of his glittering 
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spear. We look ; and what do we seel It is noon 
The sun has risen into meridian splendour. Over 
all the landscape is poured a flood of golden glory. 
" The earth is full of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ Jesus." And the Church 
has responded to the prophetic summons, "Arise, 
shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee." 
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II. 

WHENCE THE SHOWEES COME. 

Showers come down from the clouds to refresh the 
thirsty land, and supply drink to man and beast ; so 
spiritual blessing descends from God to refresh the 
Church and the world. 

When showers are spoken of, we are taught an 
important lesson as to the direction in which we 
ought to look when blessing is either expected or 
desired. We do not look for rain to the earth or to 
the sea, to the wells which man can dig or the water 
he can convey ; but to the sky, where the clouds 
gather far in the upper air, and gradually descend to 
pour out their fatness. And when we look for a 
revival of the Church, or for the conversion of the 
world, our attention should not be directed to, or our 
hope fixed on, this agency or that, but on the Divine 
Spirit, who worketh wheresoever He wills. We may 
magnify the grace of Grod in the agency which He 
uses for His purposes ; but we must always remem- 
ber that agents are nothing except as He sees meet 
to employ them. " Paul planted, Apollos watered, 
God gave the increase; so then neither is he that 
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planteth anything, neither he that watereth, but God 
who giveth the increase." 

There are pretended rain-makers in Africa who, of 
course, have no more power to bring rain than they 
have to create a world ; and when their silly dupes 
trust them to do that, it is only to find themselves 
miserably deceived. They may, by observing the 
face of the heavens, foretell its coming with some 
degree of accuracy, or they may sometimes make 
lucky guesses, and so maintain their reputation ; 
but no shower ever yet came at their bidding, or ever 
will. And without depreciating human agency, we 
may say that we can no more look to it for showers 
of blessing, than African tribes can look to their 
rain-makers for rain. When the drought pressed 
on the land, so heavily that vegetation ceased, ex- 
cept where some scanty tufts of herbage marked the 
ancient river courses ; and the fountains were dried 
up ; and the fields, parched and barren, chapped and 
ironbound, or burned to powder, pined under the 
glare of an angry sun; and the cattle languished 
and perished; and famine-stricken mothers were 
driven to feed upon their own offspring, there was 
not in all the land of Israel, among all the cour- 
tiers of the king, or his men of war, one who could 
bring a shower to relieve the general drought. What 
would they not have given for rain then ? The king. 
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selfish as he was, would have heaped riches and 
honours on the man who could cause the clouds to 
cover the land. But, no ! Only the power which 
had withheld the rain could command the shower to 
come ; and that power did so in answer to Elijah's 
prayer. And we, too, in our spiritual drought, are 
reduced to the same state of helplessness, but for 
the prayer which prevails with God. We can get 
the shower as Elijah did in answer to earnest and 
importunate prayer; but we cannot get it in any 
other way. 

Men speak of getting up revivals. We have known 
men who were great at that. We have seen revivals 
which were produced in this fashion, and found them 
very sorry things indeed— scarcely worth anything. 
There have been crowded meetings, a considerable 
amount of machinery in motion — skilfully planned 
and vigorously worked ; great activity on the part of 
church members, and not a little excitement among 
others; but withal, very little permanent spiritual 
result. The only revivals which we have found 
genuine and enduring have not been of man's get- 
ting up, but of God's sending down. Their first stir- 
rings or symptoms have appeared in believers them- 
selves deeply feeling their need of them — ^humbling 
themselves before God, on account of their own 
remissness— confessing their sins, and asking to be 
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forgiven — ^looking up with a sense of utter helpless- 
ness, and entire dependence on God for an increase 
of spiritual life — continuing in this attitude until 
their own hearts began to glow with the fire for 
whose kindling they had waited and prayed ; and 
this fire burning in themselves, and communicating 
itself to others, they were drawn unintention- 
ally, and before they were aware, into an activity- 
such as they had never planned, and leading to 
results such as they had never anticipated ; so that, 
surprised at the grace which rebuked their unbelief, 
they were constrained to exclaim, " "What hath God 
wrought ? " Happy for the Church if it should be so 
now — if the Divine life, taking possession of her 
mightily, should move her to action far beyond any- 
thing she has contemplated, and lead to results which 
shall fill her with grateful sui-prise. 

It is possible in any congregation, to have all the 
appropriate machinery of revivals, and all the external 
movement which is the condition of revivals, without 
anything of revival life. You may have orthodox, 
and eloquent, and impressive preaching, well-attended 
prayer-meetings, plenty ready to take part in the 
work of the Church — all the movement and rattle of 
machinery ; and yet, though the preacher's tones may 
move the feelings of his hearers, and his statements 
convince the judgment, you may have no more 
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spiritual result than would be produced by an in- 
teresting philosophical dissertation or an eloquent 
political harangue. It is a widely dififerent thing 
when God works in a church mightily by the power 
of the Holy Ghost. When spiritual influences really 
pervade an assembly, although there may be little of 
humggi efficiency in it, all men who are susceptible 
of impression are made to feel that God is there. It 
may be only an insignificant prayei>meeting, in 
which the numbers are small, and the prayers very 
feebly and imperfectly expressed — ^little more than 
the gaspings of an earnest soul ; or it may be some 
humble chapel, where the officiating minister lacks 
all the graces and powers of oratory ; or it may be 
some vast and imposing assembly, where all the 
accessories appeal to the senses, and are fitted to 
awaken feelings which belong more to nature than to 
grace ; but wherever it may be, if only God be in it 
— if a shower of Divine influence has descended on 
it, every one who enters will be awe-stricken by the 
consciousness of the Divine presenca Even scoflFers 
will be constrained to acknowledge that God is among 
us of a truth. Let God work among a people — let 
Him enter into immediate contact with them — ^let 
Him lay His hand on their hearts — ^let the Divine 
Spirit overshadow them — let Him come in His 
power as when Pentecost saw its tongues of fire, and 
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heard its mighty rushing wind, and they will be 
moved by His breath, as a field of com is swayed by 
the passing breeze. The eye will be moistened by 
the tear of penitence — the language of confession 
will rise to the lip — the cry for mercy will be 
wrung from the agonised heart — the new-born 
soul will rejoice in the consciousness of sin for- 
given; the prodigal, filled with a peace which 
passeth all understanding, and a joy which is un- 
speakable, will rest in the Father's house, imder the 
Father's eye, upon the Father's breast ; the place will 
be at once a Bochim and a banquetting house — a 
place of tears, but tears of gladness as well as grief ; 
a scene of mingled weeping and rejoicing ; such a 
scene, though without any audible sound, as when 
the foundation of the second temple was laid, and 
many who had seen the first house "wept with a 
loud voice, and many shouted aloud for joy, so that 
they could not discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of the people." May 
we witness such scenes now. Spirit of the Lord, 
begin Thy work — carry on Thy work — until not 
England only shall know the Lord, but until " the 
earth shall be filled '^ with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

We are in danger of looking too much to men in 
this matter, and too little to God, fixing our attention 
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on one or a few, as if the Holy Ghost followed in the 
wake of this man or that. There is no reason why 
any of the Lord's people may not become vessels for 
the reception, or channels for the communication, of 
spiritual blessing. The Spirit of the Lord is not 
confined to particular localities, nor to this or that 
medium, for His operations. "What we have to do is 
to look directly to Him, that He may exercise, as He 
shall see meet. His quickening power. May we not 
dishonour the King, by calling for His heralds when 
the King Himself is here. With a world to convert 
and subdue, is it to be supposed that His conquests 
are to be made only by the efforts of one or a few ? 
Why should not all the Lord's people be champions 
— efficient labourers in His vineyard ? Does He not 
give us all access into His presence ? Does He not 
place His resources within the reach of every one, 
saying, " Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you'*? 
Does He not throw it all on our faith — " According 
to your faith be it unto you," ** All things are possible 
to him that believetb '* ? And if, as when the dis- 
ciples failed to cast out the demon, and He said, 
** Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting," we too seek to accomplish a work which 
cannot be accomplished but at the cost of seK-sacrifice 
and labour and prayer, shall we not, instead of dele- 
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gating the work to others, pray that the Lord may 
make us willing instruments of His in the day of His 
power ? Great blessing always means great sacrifices. 
We caimot be the means of saving others if we will 
save ourselves. We need to become all things to all , 
men, if by any means we may save some. May the 
Lord so deal with us as to fit us for His use, and then 
use us for the glory of His name. 

Our great resource^ if we would obtain, what we 
are looking for, must he prayer. As much as before 
Pentecost is earnest and importunate prayer incum- 
bent on the Church, in order to the reception of 
''showers of blessing." How significant are those 
words which describe the procedure of the disciples 
in the upper room at Jerusalem, " These all continued 
with one accord in supplication and prayer." *' Con- 
tinued," that is during the time that intervened 
between the Ascension and Pentecost; not praying 
perhaps all that time, but being very much and very 
constantly so engaged. During these days, prayer — 
prayer for the Spirit — was their principal occupation. 
Think of the earnestness which had not expended its 
force in continuous prayer, although it brought no 
answer during all that time. How intense their 
desire for the Spirit must have been. How absolute 
their feeKng of helplessness and dependence. We 
could almost wish that the historian had been a little 
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more minute, and given us a somewhat detailed 

account of their several meetings. We should like 
to have had a glimpse of their proceedings during 
those days; their earnest expression of countenance, 
their intense and powerful pleading, their holy and 
skilful argumentation, their bold and direct but 
reverent address, their confessions of utter helpless- 
ness, their expressed determination not to move until 
the blessing came. It might have furnished a model, 
we can imagine, for the prayer-meetings of our time. 
But as for some good end this has been denied to us, 
it is only for us to note the fact that prayer was thus 
continuously offered, and not offered in vain, as an 
argument for our praying in something like the same 
manner, and with something of the same spirit, if we 
are to realise the same abundant blessing. 

We make this statement in full view of the asser- 
tion now so frequently lieard, that the coming of the 
Spirit at Pentecost so altered the condition of the 
Church, that the prayer for the Spirit which was 
proper prior to that event, is now forbidden by the fact 
that the Spirit is already here. The assertion, though 

superficially plausible, is, we believe, essentially false ; 

• 

and we cannot but express our regret, that a mere 
question of words should interfere with the unani- 
mity of the people of God, on a matter where, almost 
beyond every other, unanimity is desirable, K 
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Christians would only consider what words really 
mean, they conld hardly dispute the propriety of 
praying either for the Spirit's coming, or for the 
Spirit's being poured out. Such terms can only be 
ui^d figuratively when applied to a Divine person. 
An omnipresent Spirit can neither literally come, 
nor be literally poured out. And such terms, 
when applied to Him, are not meant to denote local 
movement, but influential operation. When the 
Saviour promised to send the Comforter to abide 
with the disciples for ever, He did not, and could not 
mean that the disciples, previous to the fulfilment of 
that promise, had been totally separated from the 
Spirit, but that the Spirit would after that operate in 
them and in the Church more powerfully than here- 
tofore. Our language, therefore, is quite in harmony 
with Scripture usage when, desiring a more powerful 
manifestation of spiritual influence, we pray for the 
coming or the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. We 
are not doubting the Saviour's promise, that the Spirit 
was to abide in the Church for ever. But remember- 
ing the insufiSciency of our human speech adequately 
to represent Divine movement, we give expression to 
our desire for enlarged spiritual blessing, in language 
which described the impartation of large spiritual 
blessing in the early history of the Church. 

Such being the meaning of the prayer — ^the only 
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meaning which it can possibly have — ^no valid objec- 
tion can be urged against our praying for the Holy 
Ghost. His influences are not so mightily exerted in 
any Church, or in any individual Christian, as is de- 
sirable ; and it is through prayer that their mightier 
exercise is to be sought and obtained. We are ex- 
horted to " be filled with the Spirit ; " but it is 
through believing prayer that the fulness is to be 
realised. We do not pray less earnestly for sanctifi- 
cation, because we are exhorted to sanctify ourselves ; 
and the exhortation to be filled with the Spirit, 
should not lead us to pray less earnestly for His fuller 
indwelling. It is through our desire after God, and our 
contact with God, thafGod graciously enters the soul. 
And, hence, as a matter of fact, the men who pray 
most earnestly and importunately for the Spirit, 
because they most deeply feel their need of Him, are 
most under His influences. The whole history of 
the Church, after as before Pentecost, shows that 
both congregations and individuals have been spiri- 
tual — endowed with spiritual power just in propor- 
tion as by prayer they have sought the Spirit's 
indwelling. And we at once disregard the lessons 
and forfeit the benefits both of history and experi- 
ence, if we do not learn to continue instant in prayer, 
to pray without ceasing, and, because we pray, to 
look and wait, until the high state of our own spiri- 
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tual life shall testify that we enjoy " the promise of 
the Father/' 

It is devoutly to be wished that objections, so 
trivial in their nature, may not be allowed to rob 
believers of their privilege, or to interfere with that 
unity in prayer which is so necessary to our enjoy- 
ment of the blessing. The Spirit is here ; thank God, 
He is not far off. He is here in accordance with our 
Saviour's promise, and in virtue of a Divine grant. 
But we want the ever-present Spirit to take posses- 
sion of us more fully, and work in us more mightily. 
We want Him to raise the Church to higher degrees 
of attainment and usefulness, and to influence more 
powerfully the world. And in order to do this, 
what can we do better than pray? Because our 
Champion is with us, is it either unreasonable or 
presumptuous that we should ask Him to fight for 
us ? Because our Leader is here, must we not ask 
Him to guide and help us? Because the Holy 
Ghost is in the Church, are we precluded from pray- 
ing that He would influence us mightily, filling, and 
energising, and intensifying, and enlarging, and ele- 
vating, and purifying our whole nature ? Oh, that 
the Church everywhere would begin to cry mightily 
for the exercise of the Spirit's power, pleading the 
Divine word, and by her compliance with prescribed 
conditions, putting it to the test. Oh, that she would. 
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as at Pentecost, continue in supplication and prayer 
— ^not caring about technicalities, but seeking with 
all her might a renewal of what the early Church 
enjoyed in all its essential features ! Then would she 
learn by experience how futile are the arguments 
which hinder her prayers ; and that to her as to the 
early Christians does the promise apply, *' Ashf and 
it shall he given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you'* 

What we want is the unanimity which prevailed 
at Pentecost, when the disciples "continued with 
one accord in suppUcation and prayer." Like them, 
we should not only seek the same thing, but seek it 
with the same feeling, and for the same purpose. 
The Spirit is a spirit of concord. He loves unity, 
and is attracted by it ; whereas discord presents an 
effectual barrier to His gracious operations. We 
should hail, as a precursor of His coming, oneness 
of mind in all the societies of the faithful — ^the swal- 
lowing up of every other feeling in the de§p sense of 
need — the earnest desire expressed in importunate, 
united, believing prayer, not by one here and another 
there, but by the whole body of the saved, or by those 
corporate societies of that body which we call Churches 
of the living God. Only let us have such unanimity, 
such consentaneous desire on the part of a single 
church — ^let but one community unite in seeking. 
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as with the heart of one man, an enlarged indwelling 
of the Spirit, and the power from on high, with which 
she would not fail to be endued, would soon make 
her a source of rich and manifold blessing. 

Holy Spirit of God, come and breathe into us 
this unanimity of desire. Come, though our condi- 
tion be not inviting. Come and promote in us the 
concord which attracts Thee. Have pity on the 
Bride of Christ. Hush our strifes. Heal our divi- 
sions. Come and prepare us for Thine own indwell- 
ing, and then, in the plenitude of Thy power, abide 
with us for ever. Come and let us enjoy the baptism 
of Pentecost — the copious "showers of blessing" 
which are to be the glory of the latter day. 
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TO WHOM THE SHOWERS AEE SENT. 

It is on God's hill, and on the places round about 
His hill, on His redeemed captives and restored 
exiles, that the showers of blessing descend before 
they become a blessing to others. 

This is in accordance with a natural law which 
may be seen operating every day. The highest peaks 
are the first to catch the sunrise, and stand bathed 
in his brightness long before it has penetrated to the 
valleys, so becoming to the dwellers there the heralds 
of the day. Many showers fall on the mountain sum- 
mits, and are exhausted before reaching the plains ; 
because those summits catch the clouds first, and 
milk them until they have drained them of their 
contents. So the Church, being nearer God than 
the world, catches first the showers of blessing 
which He sends; and the churches which are 
nearest to Him of all others, take precedence of 
them all in receiving the communications of His 
grace. Standing high up in the regions of faith and 
prayer, they catch many a cloud charged ^\^\^ ^gj.'^- 



36 TO WHOM THE SHOWERS ARE SENT. 

cious influences, of which the world, and even the 
church which has not reached this altitude, knows 
nothing, except as the signs are seen, and the 
effects felt in the renewed and more vigorous life 
of the churches who receive them. The showers, 
however, are not confined to them, because, aa 
in the mountains of the natural world, they have 
exhausted the cloud, but because the world and those 
churches of lower altitude belong to a region where 
those showers never come. And even as when the 
shower is so copious that it spreads over all the land, 
it stni reaches the mountains first, so does God first 
visit His churches when He comes forth in His 
mercy to bless the world. 

With a true insight into this divinely-ordained order, 
the American evangelist, of whom we have heard so 
much, seeks, in all the towns he visits, to reach 
the churches first, rightly deeming that a large in- 
gathering of souls is not to be looked for until the 
churches of Christ are really alive. If the Church 
slumber, it is vain to hope for the conversion of the 
world. The Lord begins by blessing those whom He 
means to employ in blessing others. We want 
a revival of religion. We have been praying and 
looking for it; but we do not rightly appre- 
hend what it is we are seeking, if we do not look 
for it first in our own souls. If teachers want a bless- 



TO WHOM THE SHOWERS ARE SENT. 37 

ing in their classes, such as they have never enjoyed 
before, they must seek for it themselves, that it may 
pass from them to the class. Parents desire the con- 
version of their children, they cannot but desire it if 
they are Christians. They cannot be saved them- 
selves, and yet be content to see their children passing 
onward to perdition; the wonder is, that they can 
even bear to be uncertain about their hereafter. They 
desire their conversion, would sacrifice everything for 
it — unless they are hypocrites; all their worldly 
prospects they would willingly forego, rather than 
see them Kving, dying, the enemies of God. Then they 
must seek to live near to God themselves — to enjoy 
constant fellowship with their Lord— to reaUse their 
privileges as those who are complete in Christ — ^to 
have a constant sense of acceptance, a clear and un- 
clouded view of their Father's love — to have such 
enjoyment and such consecration as will make it 
manifest that there is nothing they value so much as 
to do the will of God, and enjoy His approving smile. 
The churches want to see a mighty work of grace,— 
greater than has been enjoyed during any previous 
age. They are not content with the small addi- 
tions to their fellowship which past years have 
witnessed, the small per centage of increase, the one 
or the two or the three per church, which have 
proved our weakness more clearly than they have 
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testified to our progress. They want to see their 
numbers doubled and trebled — they want to see, not 
England only, but the world converted to Goi 
Thank God that He has awakened such desires and 
expectations, giving us, in the existence of the hope' 
the earnest of its realisation. But if the churches 
are to see this, they must first themselves receive a 
baptism of the Holy Ghost — ^must be inimersed in 
the Spirit's influences, and in complete subjection to 
the Spirit's control. They must promptly obey the 
Spirit's impulses, gladly follow where the Spirit 
leads, and go where the Spirit sends, cheerfully sac- 
rifice everything which interferes with the Spirit's 
operations, and courageously attempt everything 
which the Spirit prompts or enjoins. They must 
enjoy that elevation and enlargement of being — that 
superiority to earthly things, and realisation of things 
Divine — that devotion, power, purity, light, fire, which 
the Holy Spirit imparts. Then, and not till then, 
will the ministrations of the Church accomplish the 
glorious results which she anticipates. Then will she 
see the numerous conversions for which she looks and 
prays. Then not only will the question be asked of 
those who throng to her courts, " Who are those that 
fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows ?" 
but the grander prophecy shall be fulfilled, " A nation 
shall be bom in a day." Our own souls all alive first, 
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baptized in Divine influences — then enlarged success 
in the conversion of the world. 

We need to he on, our guard against attemptiny by 
artificial means to compensate for the lack of spiritual 
2>ower. How significant in this respect is the conduct 
of the early Church, their inactivity before Pentecost, 
as well as their activity immediately after I From 
the time of our Lord's Ascension, they attempted 
nothing in the way of preaching the Gospel imtil 
they were endowed with the necessary power. In His 
last interview with them, our Lord had charged them 
thus — ** Behold, I send the promise of my Father 
upon you; but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem 
until ye be endued with power from on high." 
Accordingly, after their return from Bethany, the 
scene of His ascension, they remained there waiting 
for " the promise of the Father," not neglecting the 
ordinances of religion while they tarried, but using 
them as the means of receiving the promised 
blessing ; for at the appointed hours they " were con- 
tinually in the temple, blessing and praising God ;" 
and when not so engaged, they were assembled 
together more privately, and ''continued with one 
accord in prayer and supplication" in the upper 
room, where Peter, and James, and John, and some 
other disciples, abode. 

What a contrast is presented by the status of the 
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men and the smallness of their number, to the work 
they afterwards achieved I What a contemptible 
company they are in a human point of view ! All 
told, men and women, leaders and led, they are not 
more than would compose a fifth-rate modern con- 
gregation, " the number of the names together were 
about an hundred and twenty." An hundred and 
twenty! and these nearly all of the peasant class. 
A number of them are fishermen. Learning they 
have none. There maybe one or two rich men among 
them, not more. Opposed to them are the wealth, 
and the learning, and the government, and the cus- 
toms, and the passions, and the prejudices, and the 
worldly interests, and, more formidable than all, the 
religions of the age. And yet, through the fulfilment 
of the promise for which they wait, that handful 
of peasants is enabled to vanquish those opposing 
forces ; and after a series of triumphs and reverses, 
we behold in the Christendom of to-day the mighty 
thing to which, notwithstanding all the faults of its 
adherents, their cause has grown. How vast the power 
that with such an agency could produce such results ! 
How important that the Church of to-day should 
enjoy, not as an unused privilege, but in actual in- 
fluential operation, this promise of the Father. 

Their entire dependence on it is attested by their 
behaviour. It accorded with their Master's command- 
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ment that they should "tarry at Jerusalem until they 
were endued with power from on high : " but it also 
shows how much they felt their need of the Spirit, that 
they should wait so long, and make no effort to spread 
the Gospel until the Spirit was given. For seven weeks 
after the resurrection they seem to have done nothing 
— ^had not so much as told their story to any one out 
of their own circle. Although His murderers were 
triumphant, and they were eye-witnesses of an event 
which proved their guilt, and not only the innooence 
but the Divinity' of their Victim, they uttered not a 
word in vindication of their Lord. Neither John's 
ardent attachment, nor Peter's unregulated zeal, nor 
the gushing fervour of the Magdalene, nor the death- 
less fidelity and affection of the other women who 
watched with her by the cross and the sepulchre, 
leads them to bear testimony on His behalf. How- 
ever strong their desire to vindicate His memory, it 
is held in check by a consciousness of their own 
weakness, so long as they are unequipped for their 
work, owing to the lack of this spiritual endowment. 
They dare not trust themselves to attempt anything 
until the day of Pentecost with its copious outpouring 
has fully come. Then, immediately on their recep- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, their state of inaction termi- 
nates. Having that, they wait for nothing more. 
They wait not for additions to their numbers. They 
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wait not for increased material resources. They wait 
not to commence or complete any course of scholastic 
training. The needed power has come, and without 
an hour's delay, apparently, notwithstanding the 
smaUness of their numbers, their want of learning 
and wealth and rank, and their insufficiency for the 
work before them, they go forth, and in presence of 
His murderers, testify to their Master's honour* 
charging them pointedly with the crime of murder, 
implicating the rulers in their guilt, and yet fearing 
nothing from the vengeance of either the one or the 
other. It is a significant fact : — ^without the power 
from on high, they are weak and inactive, they do 
nothing but wait and pray ; with the power from on 
high, they go forth immediately to the conquest of 
the world. 

From this waiting of theirs we may learn a most 
important lesson. It reminds us very forcibly that the 
power we seek may not be immediately given. As 
in their case, it is not always given on the instant. 
It has sometimes to be patiently waited, as well as 
earnestly prayed, for. We are not always in that 
state of mind which fits us for being the vehicles of 
Divine power. The impurity of our motives, or the 
unsubdued state of our feelings, may be an obstacle to 
its exercise ; and the discipline of waiting may be de- 
signed to correct us. Great need is there then that we 
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should guard against the temptation to getup a spurious 
excitement as a substitute for the real We show as 
great a want of faith in the Spirit when we run faster 
than God, as we do when in a spirit of despondency 
we slacken our efforts. We are far from saying that 
the Divine Spirit is limited to this or that man's 
method of operation. Our belief is, that He works 
through each in the manner most natural to the man 
himself, only intensifying and impregnating with 
Divine influences his natural powers. But is there 
not often a want of faith in God shpwn in our at- 
tempts at excitement ? We want deep feeling to be 
awakened. We want every utterance to be powerful. 
And instead of trusting to the Lord to make it so, we 
run before the Lord, and try to produce the result by 
what is simply a physical, if not a mere mechanical 
excitement. When will the Church learn that ex- 
citement so produced is next to worthless, if indeed 
it be not worse ; — that a whining tone of voice is not 
spiritual unction; nor boisterous talk in prayer 
always the operation of Divine energy? They are 
very commonly confounded with the things which 
they counterfeit^ and lauded accordingly ; but to men 
of spiritual discernment, they are only lamentable 
indications of that want of faith which obstructs the 
exercise of Divine power. 
We plead not for any particular manner or mode 
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of operation ; only let the Church be content to wait 
for the Spirit, and beware of substituting the artificial 
for the real. Let not her attention be directed from 
the real source of her strcAgth by any human con- 
trivances. Better wait long for the stirrings of life, 
than resort to the galvanised action which, with the 
semblance of life, conceals the reality of death. 
Simulated earnestness, intentionally and laboriously 
got up excitement, feigned fervour, are poor substi- 
tutes for spiritual power. Let the Church beware 
of resorting to them. Let her, while with one accord, 
as at Pentecost, she prays for the Spirit, be content, 
as at Pentecost, to wait the Spirit*s time. Let her 
show her faith in the Spirit by not making haste. 
The power, when it comes, will amply couijpensate 
her for the delay in its coming. Her dependence on 
the Holy Ghost will be honoured by His working 
mightily in her and by her. Eesembling the early 
Church in her patient waiting, she will resemble her 
also in her triumphant success. For to all time the 
attitude of the Church at Pentecost is a model for the 
Churches of Christ in every land, and her spiritual 
endowments the pledge and earnest of those which, 
on like conditions, they shall yet enjoy. 
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THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE SHOWERS 

ARE GIVEN. 

God's hill and the places round about it receive 
showers of blessing in order that they may be made 
a blessing ; so the churches are blessed themselves 
in order that they may become blessings to the 
world. 

Those mountain heights which milk the clouds, 
and drain them of their contents, receiving into their 
bosoms the plentiful shower, do not monopolise what 
they receive ; but allowing it to trickle through their 
pores, send it out all round their sides in gushing 
springs and rippUng streamlets, which fertilise the 
land, and give drink to man and beast. An un- 
observant eye, looking at the mountain after the 
cloud was gone, might fancy that no rain had fallen, 
or that what had fallen was lost. Not so. It will 
not be lost for years to come. Should there not be 
another shower for so long, the surrounding country 
and far distant peoples will be better for what 
that mountain has received. See that fertile e.^^^ 
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amidst surrounding barrenness, where trees grow, and 
flowers bloom, and cattle graze on the greensward, and 
, recline imder the leafy shade. That spot has in its 
centre a living spring which issues from the mountain's 
side ! Behold that streamlet which leaps down the 
slope like a thing of life and gladness, making music 
as it journeys to the sea 1 Look on yon majestic river, 
over whose broad expanse the fleets of commerce 
spread their sails as they pass to and fro, bearing 
from one to another the produce of distant lands I 
That spring which makes an oasis in the desert, that 
rippling streamlet at which the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the air quench their thirst, yon mighty 
river which washes the foundations of great cities, 
and conveys the means of life to their teeming popu- 
lations — all these waters are the rains which fell on 
the mountain's breast so long ago. And in like 
manner when the churches of Christ receive blessins 
they are not to monopolise it ; but while it passes 
through all their members, and vitalises all their 
movements, they are to give it out again in life-giving 
words, and holy deeds, and salutary spiritual influ- 
ences which may save and bless the world. Unless 
they do this, they fail in their mission. The Divine 
order is — the Church visited with showers of blessing 
first, but not as a sealed reservoir in which they 
are to be locked up for ever; but as the channel 
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through which He communicates His blessing to the 
world. 

The Lord for good reasons gives prominence to 
this function of the Church. Thus when Saul was 
arrested on his way to Damascus, after he was smitten 
to the ground and brought to recognise, in Jesus of 
Nazareth whom he persecuted, the Son of God and the 
promised Messiah, when his proud heart was broken, 
and he asked, " Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to 
do ? " the Lord said unto him, " Arise, and go unto 
Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all 
things which are appointed for thee to do." The 
Lord could have told him this better than any one 
in Damascus. But the Lord has respect to the func- 
tions of His Church, and so Paul has to go to the 
Church whose members he had been seeking to 
destroy, to learn from the lips of one of her members 
or officers what is the will of the Lord concerning 
him, and to receive from his hands the ordinance 
which seals to him the blessings of the Gospel. 

On the same principle He commissions His Church 
to " Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature ; " so making her the bearer of His 
gracious message to the world, and addressing to it^ 
through her. His tender entreaties, and touching and 
persuasive appeals. He calls her the salt of the 
earth, and the light of the world, showing that as the 
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salt preserves from corruption the mass which has a 
tendency to putrefy, she must exert her influence to 
preserve the world from its impending doom ; and that 
as the light guides men in their movements, she must 
show the world the way to God ; showing her, too, 
how worse than useless she is if she fails to perform 
these functions. He exhorts her to bless men by 
her words — to "Hold forth the word of life," — ^to 
'* Let no corrupt communication proceed out of her 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edify- 
ing" — to "Let her speech be always with grace." 
He exhorts her to bless them by her deeds— ^to ** Do 
good unto all men as she has opportunity" — to "Let 
her light so shine before men, that others, seeing her 
good works, may glorify the Father." And to caution 
her against failure in her mission. He solemnly warns 
her that "Every branch in her which bringeth not 
forth fruit, is hewn down and cast into the fire." 

We are thus brought face to face with the solenm 
truth that every Christian, as regards the salvation 
of the soul, is to a great extent his brother's keeper. 
While there is no exemption from personal responsi- 
bility, and while there is absolute dependence on 
Divine influence, the conversion of others is made 
.contingent on the efforts of believers. The sinner, in 
the exercise of his individual freedom, may make 
light of the believer's appeals, and turn a deaf ear to 



THE SHOWERS ARE SENT. 51 

his message. But if the believer keep silence, never 
presenting the Gospel of Christ, nor attempting in 
any way to persuade men to be reconciled to God, 
sinners will inevitably perish, and the idle Christian 
will not be free from blame. The people of the city, 
when the watchman sounds the trumpet, may give 
no heed to his warning, and the foe coming, may find 
them unprepared. But if the watchman see the foe 
coming, and sound not the trumpet, the people perish 
in ignorance, and their blood is required at the 
watchman's hand. So the Church cannot save men 
in spite of themselves. But she can so work that, 
through the Divine blessing on her efforts, many 
shall be saved ; or she can by her negligence leave 
them to perish. Practically, she can influence their 
eternal destiny. Let her go to sleep at her post, 
content with few or no conversions, seeking to make 
no extensive inroads on Satan's territory, and all 
around men shall die in their sins, and but few be 
added to the number of the saved. On the other 
hand, let her be really alive to the claims of Christ 
and the wants of the world, seeking earnestly and 
with all her might the conversion of men, satisfied 
with no measure of success, but ever planning new 
and enlarged schemes for the furtherance of her 
great end, while she prayerfully invokes the Divine 
blessing on all her efforts, and all around will be 
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witnessed the signs of awakening spiritual life, 
sinners abandoning their evil habits, and seeking 
earnestly after God. Continual accessions to her 
numbers will keep alive the flame of her gratitude, 
and while she proves a source of untold blessing to 
the neighbourhood in which she is planted, she will 
realise in her own experience the blessedness of 
doing good. 

And when we consider how much Christian men 
are under obligation to do this— how they should be 
moved to it by a due regard to the welfare of their 
fellow-men and the honour of their Lord — ^how they 
were in jeopardy of the same hell to which their 
neighbours are now exposed, and were redeemed 
from it by the blood of Christ, applied to them 
through the instrumentality of those who were in 
Christ before — when we think of all this, it is diffi- 
cult to understand how they can be guilty of the 
selfishness and ingratitude of refusing to care for the 
salvation of others. Surely a proper sense of obliga- 
tion to Him who died for them, a feeling of gratitude 
to those who laboured for their salvation, even a 
slight feeling of pity for those who are still exposed 
tp the doom from which they have been mercifully 
res<jui^d — any, or all of these feelings, should suffice 
to mafce them leave nothing undone by which they 
can promote the salvation of men. 
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The Church only becomes a blessing to the extent 
which her Lord intends when she seeks, by all the 
means in her power, to fulfil this holy ministry. To 
a work so great and glorious, she may well consecrate 
all her energies, and all her talents. Have our readers 
ever considered that their proper calling is to win 
the world to Christ? Have you ever considered, 
how much it would be worth your while to spend in 
your attempts to accomplish such a glorious achieve- 
ment? I place in the balance with this, all the 
objects for which it is possible for you to live ; and 
they are trifles light as air. If you only realise its 
value, you will find time for it, or you will find time 
for nothing else beyond the toil, and the rest which 
fits you for the toil, that earns your daily bread. 
You will find means for it, if you have only means 
enough to provide for yourselves the scantiest supply 
of the necessaries and comforts of life. You wiU 
spare no pains by which you may raise yourself to 
the highest state of eflSciency in every kind of effort 
conducive to the end you have in view. You will 
go to God for strength and grace, and live near the 
fountain of life, that working with an energy which 
is not your own, and exerting the influence which 
comes from above, life may go forth through you to 
quicken the dead in sin. By strenuous and ex- 
haustive efibrt— by earnest and importunate Y^a:^^^ 
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— by emptying yourselves, if need be, of all yoii 
possess — by consecrating to your work all that you 
are, you will seek this great object with all your 
might, satisfied only as you succeed in it, grieved 
only as you fail, gladly spending and being spent if 
God shall only see meet to use you in blessing and 
saving men. 

Every church which is really alive is a blessing to 
others, just in proportion to the life she enjoys. The 
neighbourhood in which she is situated is better for 
her existence. The sufferings of men are mitigated, 
and their welfare promoted, by her benevolent minis- 
trations. To some extent, at least, the hungry are 
fed, and the naked clothed, and the sick visited, and 
the fatherless and the widow cared for, and the 
mourner comforted, and the ignorant taught. By her 
teaching and her character she exerts on men a salu- 
tary influence, and the truths she teaches, commended 
and enforced by Christ-like lives, convey blessings to 
many a heart and home. 

But she does all this only through her living 
members, those who, having been blessed themselves, 
are thereby made a blessing to others ; and she does 
it oftentimes in spite of the hindrance to it which 
many of her members present. For, alas I we see not 
yet all the members of our churches fulfilling their 
calling in this respect. Blessings they ought to be-^ 
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blessings they are, when their religion is anything 
better than a pretence — ^blessings just in proportion 
as it is genuine and vital — an influence going forth 
from them, which makes all who come in contact with 
them feel better for their presence, so proving them to 
be worthy representatives of Christ on the earth. But, 
alas ! how many are there in the churches who are 
just the opposite of all this ? — professors who so com- 
port themselves as to become a veritable curse — cold 
and haughty and censorious, repelling by their bear- 
ing aU who would approach them, disdaining to 
recognise their fellow-Christians, as if it were beneath 
them to notice those for whom their Lord did not 
disdain to die, and of whom it will be found at last 
that He cherishes a far higher estimate than He does 
of themselves. They create feelings of discomfort 
and dislike wherever they appear, making their fel- 
low-members and others also feel not better, but 
worse, for their presence. We know professing Chris- 
tians, with considerable pretensions to sanctity too, 
those who can talk of ** the higher life," as if they 
were superior to most of their neighbours, from 
whose company a young man, not a professor, retired 
lately, saying, that he would never go into it again, 
because their fault-finding always made him feel 
evil when he was there. Such Christians present a 
sad contrast to the state of things which ought to 
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exist in the Church. They are not a blessing hut a 
curse. If that young man were left to get his only 
impressions of religion from them, they might have 
proved the occasion of his ruin. And it is owing to 
no merit of theirs, if he does not turn away with 
loathing from the religion of which he has found 
such unworthy representatives. It is awful to think 
of the responsibility incurred by such professors, and 
of the ruinous influence they may exert, thus hindering 
where they ought to help, and destroying where they 
ought to save. Let us beware of thus perverting our 
influence. Let us take care, lest instead of becoming 
a blessing to others, and earning their eternal grati- 
tude for the good they have received through our 
instrumentality, we should make ourselves a curse to 
them, and merit the doom of those who have been 
guilty of the blood of souls. 

Such injurious influence is of course traceable to a 
tvrong state of heart. The men cannot communicate 
what they do not themselves enjoy. Were the Church 
enjoying spiritual blessing, she would be proportion- 
ally consecrated to Christian work, and would exert a 
salutary spiritual influence on all around. This was 
strikingly exemplified in the case of the early Church. 
The description given of her in the second chapter of 
Acts shows that her members made religion, not the 
hy-job, but the business of life. Every spare moment 
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seems to have been given up to it. They lived for it, 
consecrating to it their time, as well as their property, 
finding their chief delight in it. " They continued 
daily, with one accord, in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and 
having favour with all the people/' • Christ's death 
was constantly in their thoughts. Their direct refer- 
ences to it were not confined to distant intervals, at 
their communion on the first day of the week, or 
monthly, as with us. Every meal was a sacrament ; 
every meeting of disciples, a meeting for praise and 
prayer.. Not the temple only witnessed their devo- 
tions, nor were they confined to their stated visits 
there, but the house of every member was an oratory ; 
and from house to house they went, not only to eat 
their common meal, but to converse on the theme 
that was uppermost in their thoughts, and to cele- 
brate their Saviour's praise. Not by trifling obstacles 
were they debarred from their religious exercises — 
not soon did their zeal flag, and they become weary 
in well-doing. The strength and stability of their 
piety equalled its fervour. It is a continuous course, 
not a fitful excitement, which is indicated when we 
read, *' And they continued stedfastly in the apostles* 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers." 
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They were thus devoted, no doubt, because of their 
vivid recognition of those tremendous realities with 
which their minds had so recently been brought into 
contact. It was not long since God had been among 
them in the person of His Son, treading their earth, 
breathing their air^ walking in their very streets, and 
sleeping and eating in their homes. They had heard 
His voice — they had seen His works, in both which 
He had revealed His Divine qualities — they had seen 
Him suffer and die — they had been eye-witnesses of 
His victory over death, and over the powers of 
nature, when He burst the barriers of the tomb, and 
ascended on high, leading captivity captive. And no 
wonder that their familiarity with these things had 
awakened in them an enthusiasm which nothing 
could restrain. Their intense earnestness was but 
the natural result of the things which they knew, 
and would be sufficiently accounted for on that ground 
were it not that we, who know them almost equally 
well, are comparatively little affected by them. The 
difference between them and us, in this respect, is 
another evidence of our need of the baptism to which 
that difference may be traced. To be deeply, in- 
tensely in earnest, as they were — ^to be fired with that 
holy enthusiasm which led to their incessant devo- 
tions — to feel acutely and powerfully the great facts 
which laid such a mighty hold on their nature, until 
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we, too, are moved and mastered by them, we need to 
be sharers in their baptism. Oh, for the living 
flame from God's own altar brought 1 Oh, for the 
mighty rushing wind to master and overwhelm us, 
bearing us along on its own strong current, to whatso- 
ever is well-pleasing in God's sight. Spirit of the Lord, 
breathe upon us and quicken us I Eeveal and apply 
to us the things of Christ, that we may see their 
meaning and feel their power ! Baptize us in Thine 
influences, that, aU our spiritual powers being quick- 
ened thereby, we may experience a revival of the 
love, and zeal, and devotion of apostolic times ! 

Her influence on those vnthout was just what might 
have been expected in a Church distinguished by 
such qualities. Her usefulness in conversion-work 
we shall notice presently, and need not refer to it here 
further than to say, that the success of Pentecost 
seems to have continued for some time afterwards, 
for at Peter's next public address, many hearing, be- 
lieved, and the number of the men had increased to 
about five thousand. But another noticeable fact is 
the favour with which they were regarded by the 
people. Notwithstanding the readiness of the world 
to persecute the Church, the character of the disciples 
was such as to command its respect. That unani- 
mity of feeling and purpose — that singular disinter- 
estedness — that unflagging zeal and devotion — were 
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qualities which the world could appreciate and re- 
spect, and in spite of itself they constrained it to pay 
the tribute of its homage to the men by whom they 
were evinced. And were the Church now, instead of 
being guilty of the inconsistencies which elicit the 
scorn and contempt of the world, to exhibit those 
qualities of character which command its respect, her 
influence on society would be very different from 
what it is. She might still excite the hatred of the 
prejudiced and the interested, to whom all goodness 
is abhorrent in proportion as it runs athwart their 
course ; but though they hated they would not ven- 
ture to despise. And by the people who need such 
ministrations as she is capable of rendering, she 
would be hailed as a benefactor and friend. The 
blessing of him that is ready to perish would come 
upon her, and she would cause the heart of the suf- 
ferer to sing for joy. She would become the greatest 
pbwer in modem society, and the hopes of every well- 
wisher of his kind would be connected with her pro- 
gress. She would assume the majestic attitude to 
which her Lord has summoned her, and appear before 
the nations benignant and beautiful as becometh 
Christ's own bride ; — " clear as the sun, fair as the 
moon, and terrible as an army with banners." 
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TO WHAT EXTENT WE MAY LOOK FOR 

THE SHOWERS. 

The baptism of the Holy Ghost granted to the ChurAi 
at Pentecost, marked a larger bestowal of spiritual 
influence than had been enjoyed during any previous 
age. The disciples of our Lord were riot absolutely 
destitute of the Spirit up to that time. His ordinary 
quickening and enlightening influences— those by 
which He leads to the acceptance of Christ, and 
efiPects our union with Him, they had already received. 
They had been bom of the Spirit, and were probably 
as much under His influences as the majority of those 
who now bear the Saviour's name. Their faults were 
such faults as are very common among Christian men 
stilL Their prejudices, and weakness, and short- 
sightedness, and petulance of temper, and selfishness 
of disposition, were such as many Christians now 
share. There was nothing in them to prove them 
destitute of the Spirit, which might not be found in 
most of the people of God to-day. They gave as 
much evidence as is now found in most Christians of 
** walking in the Spirit," and being ''led by the 
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Spirit," What they had to look for at Pentecost, 
therefore, was not the gift of the Spirit absolutely as 
a thing which they had never possessed, but a copi- 
ous effusion of the Spirit, subjecting them to His 
influences to an extent previously unknown. Drops 
they had enjoyed before. They were then to receive 
"showers of blessing" — ^plenteous outpourings, by 
which they would be baptized in the Holy Ghost. 

The use of the word *' baptized" shews how 
completely they were brought under the Spirit's 
influences. As a man immersed in cares or grief is 
completely under their influence, borne down and 
overwhelmed by them, unable to forget or to rise 
above them, unable to act as if they did not exist ; 
so to be baptized in the Holy Ghost is to be completely 
under His influences, to have our whole being 
pervaded and mastered by them, so that they shall 
prompt and control, and give character to all we do 
— ^we always and everywhere acting as men who are 
energised, who have their faculties intensified and 
elevated, who are guided and moved not by their own 
judgment or impulses, but by the inspiration of the- 
Spirit of God. A man immersed in grief or cares is 
not more mastered by them, a man immersed in 
water is not more subject to its pressure, than a man 
baptized in the Holy Ghost is pervaded and moved 
and mastered by the Divine Spirit. A power greater 
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than himself takes possession of him and actuates 
him. His thoughts and feelings spring from a super- 
natural inspiration. The Spirit's desires and purposes 
are his. The Spirit's energy, moving in him, pro- 
duces in him a greater depth of emotion than he 
previously exercised ; a clearer, more penetrating 
enlightenment; a higher, fuller, intenser, sublimer 
life. Like the fire in the bush which burned and 
was not consumed, so the Spirit's flame streams 
through all his being, and he presents the greater 
wond.er of a man whom Divine energy moves and 
masters and intensifies, and yet does neither consume 
nor destroy. 

Is this baptism possible now f May the Church 
look for it with as much confidence as when the 
disciples waited for it " with one accord in supplica- 
tion and prayer ? " Did the " promise of the Father," 
of which our Lord told His disciples, pertain only to 
the early age of the Church ? Or was it the promise 
of a permanent possession, as much the privilege of 
the Church to-day as it ever was, a privilege which 
she may realise by faith and prayer ? We ask not if 
the Church has now in actual realisation this baptism. 
Such a question is only too manifestly superfluous. 
With all the signs of spiritual power which she now 
presents, we cannot say of the Church generally that 
she is under spiritual influence to an extent which 
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amounts to a baptism. If Christians only considered 
how much that means, what strength there is in the 
figure, they would not, with their low degree of 
spiritual life, so readily claim to have received the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. Let them understand 
that that figure is the strongest which the Scriptures 
apply to this subject — the strongest perhaps which 
could be employed — that it marks the highest degree 
of spiritual influence which the Church has yet 
enjoyed, and that it is difl&cult, if not impossible, to 
frame language which would naturally mark a higher, 
and they will see at once that the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost is not that which they have generally 
obtained, or do now generally enjoy, but something 
after which they have yet to aspire. 

But although this baptism is not generally enjoyed, 
it does not follow that it may not be universally 
looked for. On the contrary, it was this very baptism, 
this fuller communication of spiritual gifts, which 
the Saviour had in view when He said to His sorrow- 
ing disciples, '* I will pray the Father, and He shall 
give you another Comforter, that He may abide with 
you for ever." This was the promise for which He 
told them to wait when He said, ** Tarry ye at Jeru- 
salem until ye be endued with power from on high," 
and when, ** being assembled together with them. 
He commanded them that they should not depart 
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from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of me. For 
John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." 
These words taken together show plainly that this 
more copious effusion of the Holy Ghost was not to 
be confined to any particular age, but to remain in 
the Church throughout the whole of this dispensation, 
or so long as her Lord should be personally absent 
from her. We are thus driven to the conclusion that 
the only hindrance to this fuller enjoyment of the 
Spirit's influence must rest with herself, A more 
glorious inheritance has been bequeathed to her than 
she now enjoys, and she has only to claim it, and 
prepare herself for its reception, in order that it may 
bQ realised in all its fulness. What she actually 
enjoys is but the earnest of the harvest, the drops 
compared with the shower. A baptism is free to her, 
no mere sprinkling or pouring, but an immersion in 
the Holy Ghost. When the gates of faith and prayer 
are opened, the ever-present Spirit will enter the soul 
like a rising tide, overflowing and immersing all its 
powers ; and the whole man, with all his faculties, 
shall be baptized in the Holy Ghost. When that 
shall take place, we shall have no dif&culty in dis- 
tinguishing between the baptism and the ordinary 
measure of spiritual influence now enjoyed. The 
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presence of the thing will explain in an unmistake- 
able manner the figure which describes it ; and when 
we see what it is, we shall wonder that we should' 
ever have mistaken for a baptism that which bears 
as little resemblance to it as the drop to the over- 
whelming flood. 

If the essence of the baptism consisted of the 
miraculous endowments which were bestowed on the 
early Church, it might be argued with some degree 
of plausibility that such a baptism wa^ not to be 
looked for in the Church regularly, inasmuch as the 
miraculous, if it became ordinary, would lose all its 
power to impress, owing to the distinction between 
the human and the Divine being practically obli- 
terated. We see no reason, however, for the con- 
clusion that these — although granted first at the 
inauguration of the Church, and afterwards to mark 
the admission of the Gentiles, so that both Jews and 
Gentiles were all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body — constituted the essence^ or were anything more 
than the accompaniments of the baptism. If they did 
not, no argument against our expecting it now can be 
fairly founded on the inconveniences which might 
arise from the commonness of the miraculous. Ad- 
mitting that the necessity for that no longer exists — 
admitting, for argument's sake, that its presence in 
the Church would perplex and confuse more than it 
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would either edify or impress, the same thing cannot 
be said of the baptism. There is no reason in the 
nature of things why Christians, without being mira- 
culously endowed, should not be as much under the 
influence of the Spirit as they ever were. They may 
be as full of spiritual energy and enlightenment — ^as 
much raised above themselves — may have all their 
natural faculties as much elevated, and intensified, 
and enlarged by the Spirit's indwelling— may be as 
holy, devout, zealous, courageous — as consecrated to 
their great work, and distinguished for every grace of 
the Spirit — ^may have as much in every respect of 
the moral and spiritual — may, in fact, be as much 
baptized in the Holy Ghost as were the disciples at 
Pentecost ; albeit they lack the mere physical power 
of doing anything miraculous. Eminent spirituality, 
however wide spread, can never cause confusion; 
nor would its commonness render it less valuable to 
the Church, or less powerful in its influence on the 
world. 

The time for the miraculous may have passed, but 
not the time for the baptism. " The promise of the 
Father," as explained and reiterated by our Lord, 
teaches us to expect throughout all the Church's his- 
tory the essence of what was enjoyed at Pentecost. 
If the accompaniments were temporary, of necessity 
or by design, it was not so with the essential blessing. 
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Whatsoever constituted the baptism is still ours by 
legal inheritance and Divine grant, if not in actual 
realisation, as much as it ever was. Not the com- 
mencement, but the whole, of the present dispensation 
pertains to the Holy Ghost, is to be under His con- 
trol, and distinguished by His ministrations. While 
the Saviour is absent the Spirit is here, ready, as 
at first, to baptize the whole body of the faithful, 
and bestowing His baptism wherever, as at Pente- 
cost, it is humbly and prayerfully and perseveringly 
sought — ^wherever, in fact, the state and attitude of 
the Church warrant the bestowal of the promised 
blessing. 

If the Church knows her privileges, she works not 
in her own strength, she depends not on her own 
resources. She has working on her side, energising 
and prospering all her efforts, an Almighty helping 
God. Divine power is with her wherever she goes. 
Divine power, when she works in harmony with her 
Master's will, gives efficacy to all she does. Her 
mightiest force is that which is invisible — that which 
enters not into ordinary human calculations — ^that 
which unbelieving men cannot be brought to recognise 
— the presence of the living God. Never was He in 
any former age more fully present with His people 
than He is now, under the dispensation of the Spirit. 
Not more surely or more powerfully did He work ia 
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connection with the prophets of old, than He now 
works in connection with His Church. Never might 
His servants reckon on Divine interposition — on the 
forthputting of Divine power — more confidently than 
they may now. Nay, if words have a meaning, He is 
more abundantly present in the Church during the 
present than during any previous dispensation. The 
Church is better situated than she ever was before 
Pentecost. She is mightier, because of the invisible 
presence. And all the achievements of the past, so 
far from eclipsing, pale their lustre before, what she 
may now attempt and expect if she have faith in the 
promise of her Lord. His words were not empty. 
They were not meant to deceive. They were no 
vain sounds He uttered when, ere He took His depar- 
ture, He said, " I will send you another Comforter, 
that He may abide with you for ever. Nevertheless 
I tell you the truth. It is expedient for you that I 
go away : for if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will send Him 
unto you." Better than His own presence. He thus 
assures us, is the presence of the Comforter; and 
that Comforter is with us to-day, and will be for 
ever! 

If this be so, why should the Church be content 
with less blessing to-day than she enjoyed at the 
mo'st glorious period of her history? With such a 
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remedy for her depressed condition, so available and 
so near at hand— with her lot cast under the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit, who is ever present and 
ready to operate — ^with exhortations addressed to 
her requiring her to be " filled with the Spirit " — 
with the assurance, given by her exalted Lord, that 
e«urthly parents are not so willing to give good gifts 
unto their children as our heavenly Father is willing 
to give spiritual influences in abundance in answer 
to our prayers — why should not this baptism be 
enjoy'ed ? Why should its coming be even delayed ? 
If there be any hindrance it must be with ourselves. 
Let us consider. Are we really in earnest in seeking 
it? Do we really desire that spiritual power may 
dwell in us more largely, and more mightily move 
the world? Are our prayers for this sincere? Do 
we mean what we say when we ask for the Spirit 
in larger measure ? Suffer these questions. Weigh 
them well. They are not uncalled for. They are 
not to be hastily answered. In the present state of 
the Church, it is not to be assumed that all her 
prayers must needs be sincere. If they were, they 
could hardly fail to be followed by corresponding 
results. God is not unfaithful. He would not with- 
hold the baptism of the Spirit did we really and 
earnestly desire it. We ask sometimes without con- 
sidering what we are asking — without being prepared 
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to receive what we ask. Let there be throughout the 
whole of the Church an intelligent, earnest pleading 
for the blessing. Let her through all her members 
seek, as with the heart of one man, and as with one 
voice cry for, a baptism of the Holy Ghost. Let 
that be the object, not of her slight, evanescent, 
transient wish, but of her deep, earnest, continuous 
longing. Let her prove her sincerity by preparing 
her heart for the Spirit's coming. Let her wait in 
believing expectancy that when He comes she may 
welcome Him with gladness. Let her count the cost, 
and be prepared to keep back no part of the price, 
but to make all the sacrifices of ease, and self-indul- 
gence, and property which His coming may involve. 
Let her do this, and the gracious Spirit — the Spirit 
of truth, faithful to His own character, and to the 
promise of the Father, and to the comforting assur- 
ance of the risen Lord — will not leave her desolate. 
Not long shall she have to mourn her orphan state. 
Though reduced to extremity — though the enemy be 
at her gates threatening to destroy, the Spirit of the 
Lord will come in like a flood, lifting up a standard 
against him, and baptizing all her members in the 
living flame which animates for conflict, and is the 
pledge of victory. Under this baptism she will 
enjoy a renewal of Pentecostal blessing. From her 
depressed and degraded condition she will "Arise 
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and shine, and put on her beautiful garments." Her 
graces will attract the admiration, and her power 
achieve the conquest, of the world. The prophecies 
which tell of her coming glory will be speedily and 
amply fulfilled. And the glory of the Lord shall be 
seen upon her, when once more, in the person of all 
her members, she enjoys the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Church of the living God ! where is thy faith 
and thy courage ? Why shouldest thou speak as if 
thy strength were gone ? Why shouldest thou fear 
lest thy foes should triumph ? Why shouldest thou 
resort to human devices for the furtherance of thy 
work? Wliy shouldest thou fearfully reckon the 
forces that are opposed to thee, and contrast them 
with thy own scanty array ? Knowest thou not that 
however weak in thyself, thou art strong because 
God is in the midst of thee ? He who caused His 
Church to triumph in days of old hath not forsaken 
her now. He is here to direct and strengthen thee 
— to guide thee by His wisdom, and impregnate thine 
efforts with His own Divine energy. Thou mayest 
fail, working in thine own strength ; availing thyself 
of His, thou shalt surely triumph. It matters nothing 
whether thou art equally matched, or whether, as 
compared with thy foes, thou art as one against ten, 
or even one against ten thousand. It is not by human 
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appliances that thy battle is to be won, or thy work 
accomplished. Not by the might or the power that 
resides in an arm of flesh, " but by ray Spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts." And as arrayed against that 
power, all human forces are to be counted as nothing, 
yea, as less than nothing, and vanity. " Thy God in 
the midst of thee is mighty, He will save." Oh, fail 
not to recognise His presence, and to avail thyself 
of His strength. Go forth to thy work girded with 
Omnipotenca Meet thy foes, who laugh thee to 
scorn, in the might of the God of Jacob. Courage ! 
The scepticism which questions the very existence 
of the Divine — the pride which rises in opposition to 
the Divine claims — the worldliness which is so en- 
grossed in its own pursuits that it cares for none of 
these things — the lower forms of vice in which the 
deep depravity of the human heart manifests itself — 
all these, formidable as they seem — ^too formidable for 
thee to cope with them alone — will be vanquished by 
the power that is working with thee. Thou art fight- 
ing on the side of One who fights only to conquer. 
God the Holy Ghost is in the midst of thee. Doubt 
it not. Have faith in thy Saviour's promise, and 
dare to put it to the test. So shalt thou find that 
*' the Lord of hosts is with thee, and the God of Jacob 
is thy refuge." 



VI. 

THE RESULTS PRODUCED BY THE 

SHO WERS. 



VI. 

THE EESULTS PEODUCED BY THE 

SHOWEES. 

It will not be doubted by any of our readers that 
such " showers of blessing " as we are entitled to look 
for — such a baptism of the Holy Ghost as was en- 
joyed at Pentecost, would produce a marvellous 
change in the spiritual condition of the Church, and 
exert a mighty influence on the woVld. The relation 
of the Church to the world has not recently been 
such as her best friends could desire. While we 
now witness almost everywhere symptoms which 
indicate the approach of a better state of things ; and 
while here and there we have had to rejoice over re- 
vivals and awakenings that remind us somewhat of 
the wonders of Pentecost, her weakness has long been 
manifest, and even now, notwithstanding the move- 
ments referred to, she cannot be said to be putting 
forth those efforts, or making those advances, which 
will justify us in looking for the speedy conversion 
of the world. With slight exceptions, she shows as 
yet but few signs of vigorous life. Her conflicting 
views indicate a great lack of spiritual discernment. 
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Her divisions and her controversies, a lack of that 
ardent love which blends different souls into one. 
Her Tforldliness, an insufl&cient realisation of the 
supreme importance of the Eternal and the Divine. 
Her feeble efforts, a deficiency in the strength and 
courage which come from the conscious presence of 
the Lord. 

Let the Church, as at Pentecost, be baptized in the 
Holy Ghost, and what a different state of things will 
immediately ensue. Then the cloven tongues as of 
fire which lighted on the disciples were but a faint 
symbol of the internal effects which were produced 
by the baptism they had received. It was an ex- 
ternal sign of an inward illumination. For just as 
fire illumines, so does the entrance of the Spirit 
enlighten the darkened understanding. Those who 
receive Him have their perceptions so clarified and 
strengthened — experience such enlargement of view 
— ^have such power of discerning that which formerly 
they could not see, that they are said to have passed 
"out of darkness into marvellous light;" and were 
they to rehearse their own experience, they would 
say, with the blind man whose eyes the Lord opened, 
" One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I 
see." The disciples at Pentecost supply] a remark- 
able proof of this. When they received this spiritual 
endowment, they were like men who had suddenly 
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presence of sin, and that glory which is only to be 
entered upon at His coming. 

It is, in fact, just in proportio» as you take God 
at His word, in respect of the position in which He 
has placed you by virtue of your union to Christ, 
that you are able to enjoy and realise the spiritual 
blessings which are your present portion. 

Then, further, these stones were ''set up^^ 
** pitched in Gilgal;" they were not carelessly 
allowed to lie about anywhere, to be overgrown with 
moss and weeds, but they were erect, conspicuous. 
Joshua set them up there by God*s command; and 
there they were to stand for succeeding genera- 
tions. 

Such was the position of Israel when placed in 
the good land by the power of God. Such is the 
position of the people of God, whether looked at 
in the aspect of the whole Church, or of indi- 
vidual members, " living stones." 

Believer in the JJord Jesus Christ 1 remember 
this : God has set you up where you are. It is His 
design. His power, fiis grace that acomplished it, 
that took you out of the " horrible pit, and oi^t of 
the miry clay, and set your feet upon a rock," You 
had nothing to do with it yourself, any more than 
the twelve stones, or the twelve tribes whom they 
represented, had to do with getting into the posi- 
tion in which God had placed them. " They got not 
the land in possession by their own sword, neither 
did their own arm save them ; but Thy right 

F 
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hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy counte- 
nance, because Thou hadst a favour unto them," (Ps. 
xliv. 3.) " Not for thy righteousness," it was said 
to them, " or for the uprightness of thine heart, 
dost thou go to possess their land," (Deut. ix. 6.) 
The position in which you now are is one into which 
you are brought solely and entirely by the grace 
of God ; you have no claim to it by merit. God 
has put you there, and has " set you up." There is, 
therefore, no presumption or pride in taking the 
position which He has chosen to give you ; you need 
not be afraid of " setting up yourself for better 
than other people." The world may say this of you; 
and those whose idea of salvation is connected with 
their own efforts and their own righteousness may 
inveigh against you as presumptuous for daring to 
say that you are " saved," that you are " seated in 
Christ in heavenly places," that you " have eter- 
nal life, and can never perish," because they think 
that by such assertions you lay claim to having 
perfectly fulfilled the law in your own person. But 
your claim is Christ: the inheritance, you know well, 
is not of '^ the law," but " of promise;" and being 
of promise, works are excluded ; and works being 
excluded, boasting is excluded, so far as you are 
concerned — ^your boasting is in God. It is He who 
has raised up " the poor out of the dust, and lifteth 
up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them 
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne 
of glory," (1 Sam. ii. 8.) 
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The stones were to remain there. They were 
not to be one day in the sunshine of Gilgal, and 
the next in the darkness of Jordan, one day erect 
and conspicuous tokens to God's power, and another 
carelessly trampled on by the passer-by. " Stead- 
fast, unmoveable," is the motto for the believer in 
Jesus. " Stand fast in the liberty." Be strong in 
the gra<5e that is in Christ Jesus. dear Chris- 
tian reader! are you seeking after consistency ? Are 
you seeking to be the same ^rm, steady, shining 
Christian every day, and all the day, and every- 
where ? or is your life a halting, fitful, spasmodic 
Christianity? What we need in these days are not 
men like Mr Byends, who was born in the town of 
Fair Speech, and walked with Religion when she 
wore her silver slippers \ but men whom neither the 
fear of man nor tbe love of the world will draw 
aside, who are not ff tossed about with every wind of 
doctrine," and f' wavering" like a wave of the sea; 
but who, with their feet firmly planted on the Rock 
of Ages, stand fast, and say with truth, both of the 
favour and frown of the world, both of pleasures and 
persecutions, ^* None of these things move me." 

Such are the I^en who have brought glory to God; 
not your vacillating, timid, half-and-half professor, 
afraid to draw a sword or strike a blow, fearing to 
be called by names of reproach, for Christ's sake. 
The men that Have turned the world upside down 
were " steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord." 
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Header I will you seek to be such ? 

Lastly, let us consider the purpose whicli these 
stones were to serve. 

They were to be tokens of the power of God ; 
they were, by their very presence, to arouse in- 
quiry : "What mean these stones? " The " children 
were firat to learn the wondrous history they com- 
memorated, and then " all the people of the earth 
were to know the hand of the Lord, that it was 
mighty," (iv. 21, 24.) 

Such is the purpose for which God saves sinners 
and unites them to Christ : " Ye shall be witnesses 
unto «w^." They are to "show forth the praises 
(lit. the virtues) of Him who has called them out 
of darkness into His marvellous light," — " Lights 
in the world, holding forth the word of life," — " A 
city set upon an hill," — " Epistles of Christ, read 
and known of all men," are some of the many ex- 
pressions used to describe the testimony which 
God's people ought to present to the world. As 
these stones were to be continual tokens of the 
wonderful power of God in bringing Israel through 
Jordan, so are His believing people to be the con- 
stant witnesses to His power and grace and love, 
in saving them from condemnation, and bringing 
them from " the power of darkness," into "the king- 
dom of His dear Son." 

It is no longer by pillars or monuments, by a 
curiously wrought tabernacle or a gorgeous temple, 
that witness is to be borne to the existence and 
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character of Jehovah. *^ Living stones " are His 
memorials; and every soul that has been gathered 
from the kingdom of Satan, and brought into vital 
union with Christ, is to be a token to the world 
around that " the hand of the Lord it is mighty," 
that He is what He calls Himself, "the Saviour," 
** mighty to save." 

It follows, then, that as the very presence of these 
stones in Gilgal was to be sufficient to arouse inquiry 
as to their meaning, so the existence and presence 
of a living Christian ought to excite interest and 
inquiry in the minds of those amongst whom he is 
placed. There should be something so remarkable, 
60 peculiar, about the life and conversation of a 
Christian, it should be so different from that of the 
world around him, that men should be compelled to 
ask, " What does this mean ? " He must be erect, 
steadfast, conspicuous ; his words and works, his 
lips and life, should be such that men should take 
knowledge of him as one who is distinct in theory 
and practice from the world. 

Let me ask of the Christian readers of these 
pages, la this so with you? Is there any- 
thing in your character, words, and habits of 
life, so different from the world around you, that 
men are involuntarily compelled to ask them- 
selves or others, "What does this mean?" Not 
that there is to be a forced singularity, a pecu- 
liarity for the sake of being peculiar ; that were 
merely to copy the Pharisaism of ancient days. 
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It was by nothing ptU (m as a garb that Moses, 
on his descent from communion with God in the 
Mount, attracted the attention of the Israelites : 
there was no effort on his part to produce an im- 
pression ; the shining of his face was the natural 
consequence of gazing upon God; he could not 
help reflecting that glory which he had been 
beholding. 

Thus should it be with us. If we have been, if 
we are, living with God, the result must be apparent; 
our words, our actions, nay, our very looks, will 
reflect some rays of the mind of Christ; and 
" the life of Jesus manifested in our mortal 
flesh," whUe it may arouse the hatred and oppo- 
sition of some, will attract others, and will, 
at least, arouse attention, and be a witness 
in a dark world to the glory of God. Oh I that 
we miglit realise that this is the purpose for 
which God sends us into the world, as He sent 
His only-begotten Son. All His works, all His 
operations, are to reveal His glory, love, and 
power. " The heavens declare the glory of 
God." The law on Mount Sinai manifested His 
holiness. The incarnation and suffering of the 
Son revealed the Father. It is now reserved for 
the children of God to show " that the hand of the 
Lord it is mighty," to manifest, by the exhibition 
of a risen life, *^ what is the exceeding great- 
ness of His power which He wrought (first) in 
Christ when He raised Him from the dead," and 
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then in us, when He quickened us together with 
Him, and raised us up together, that thus "to 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might 
be known hy the Church the manifold wisdom 
of God." 

Two words more. It was " the childreny'* who, 
in the first place, were to have their attention 
aroused by the stones, then ^' all the people of the 
earth.'*'* Such was the divine order then, and such 
it is still. " Go home to thy friends ^ and tell them 
how great things the Lord hath done for thee," 
was the command to the healed demoniac of Gadara. 
First " show piety at home " is the command still. 
It is in our own domestic circles, in our home re- 
lationships, that the candle is to shine, that it may 
give " light unto all that are in the house.^"* Believe 
me, that man's, that woman's godliness is of a poor 
order that does not compel those who dwell with 
them, whether wife or husband, parent, child, 
brother or sister, master or servant, to see that 
there is something in them which makes them 
different and distinct from the ways and works of 
the world around. We are often apt to reverse 
this order. Many are inclined to overlook the 
quieter duty of showing piety at home, and to sub- 
stitute for it an activity in religious work abroad. 
No doubt it is easier to some to undertake work for 
God in spheres where the inconsistencies of temper 
and tongue which are displayed at home will not 
be seen ; but God says. Begin at home, let the light 
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Bhine there. If it be a true, a burning light, it 
will not long shine only there; it will break forth 
through the chinks and crevices, and will shed 
many a ray out into the darkness of the nighty 
but it must legin at home. Reader! I would say 
to you, as Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ^^ What have 
they seen in thine house ? " Has your sweetness 
of temper, your lolring obedience, your cheer- 
ful self-denial, your steadfast faithfulness, caused 
those who dwell with you to take knowledge 
of you that you have been with Jesus ? Or has 
your home-life been a constant contradiction to 
your testimony abroad? Eemember, the testi- 
mony of Jesus began by showing "piety at home." 
He was "subject to His parents." Seek, oh! seek, 
" to adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in all 
things," first of all in that station of life where He 
has placed you. 

Christian parent, who may be reading these 
pages, see to it that it is, above all things, with 
your children that your life-testimony has weight ; 
that you so live before them that they shall be 
constrained to see that the hand of the Lord 
it is mighty, and thus to seek to know His power 
themselves. 

But let it further be noticed, that if it was the 
children who, in the first instance, were to have 
their attention and inquiries aroused, the testimony 
of the stones was to extend beyond. "All the people 
of the earth " were to learn about Jehovah. Though 
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OUT witness is to begin at home, it is not to end 
there. And thi& truth corrects another error we are 
prone to make. All are not exposed to the danger 
I have alluded to above, of substituting active work 
outside the house for quiet testimony inside it. 
Some err in another way : their temperament is 
different ; they shrink from a bold confession that 
may bring reproach ; they are inclined to limit their 
religion to the four walls of their own room, and, 
under the excuse that they do not like to make a 
parade, and that they think it right to " keep their 
religion to themselves," they abstain from the 
outward and active manifestation of the spiritual 
life which God expects from all His children. In 
one sense it is true our religion is a thing between 
us and God; but though its origin and nourish- 
ment must be " in secret," its course and onward 
flow is to be open and decided. Let such take heed 
lest, under a plausible excuse, they really shrink 
from that plain-spoken and courageous confession 
of their Saviour which He has commanded. We 
are not to seek to be conspicuous ; but if our faces 
shine from communion with God, it must be 
noticed. If the " glory of the Lord has risen " 
upon us, the world will see it, and ought to 
see it. 

The only Bible which the "people of the earth " 
will, in many cr^es, read, is the epistle presented by 
the life of a bold and decided Christian. God's 
chosen instrument for spreading the knowledge of 
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Himself in the world is the Church, built of ^4iving 
stones." May our lives be such that those around 
us may be arrested by our testimony, lived and 
spoken; and being thus led to inquire, "What 
mean these stones?" may they be further led to 
Him to whose grace and love and power we are and 
ought to be witnesses I 



GILGAL; OR, THE CIECUMCISION 

OF CHRIST. 

Joshua y. 2, 8, 9. 

''At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, 
and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time. 
And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the 
children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. . . . And the 
Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from off you : wherefore the name of the 
place is called Gilgal unto this day." 

We have now arrived, in our consideration of the 
Book of Joshua, at the period when the people, hav- 
ing safely passed the river Jordan, were encamped 
at Gilgal, in the land of promise. The wilderness 
with its wanderings lay behind them. They were 
in Immanuel's land. But though it was the Lord's 
land, and given to them for an inheritance, it was 
not yet appropriated by them. Though given to 
them by promise, the possession of it could only be 
enjoyed in proportion as they grasped it, and made 
it their own. " Every place that the sole of your 
feet shall tread upon^ that have I given unto you," 
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said the Lord, (i. 3.) They must go forward, 
claim the country in faith, and make it their own, 
or they would remain without enjoyment or realisa- 
tion of its treasures. 

Here, then, they stood ; the land lay before them ; 
but one by one its fortresses were to be subdued, 
its inhabitants conquered, and its cities and fields, 
its vineyards and oliveyards, appropriated by right 
of promise from Him to whom the land belonged. 
The principal of its fortresses was immediately in 
their way. Jericho, walled up to heaven, was in 
sight of their camp, and it was against this great 
stronghold that the efforts of the Israelites were to 
be first directed, as in some sense the key of the 
country. The inhabitants of the city had lost all 
courage when they heard of the drying up of the 
Red Sea before Israel, and of the defeat of the two 
kings of the Amorites on the other side of Jordan, 
(iL 10, 11 ;) and now that to these startling events 
was added the miraculous drying up of the river 
Jordan, we read that ^' their heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more," (v. 1.) This, 
then, might have been conceived to be a favourable 
moment for at once advancing to attack the city ; 
for it was reasonable to suppose that such falter- 
ing hearts could have offered but little resistance to 
the army before which not only the hosts of the 
Amorites had yielded, but at whose approach the 
very sea had fied, and Jordan was driven back. 

But the Israelites were not permitted to take 
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advantage of their terror. God Himself delayed 
their advance. Instead of directing them at once 
to lay siege to Jericho and overcome it, He caused 
them to wait, at the least, fom* days at Gilgal, 
^^ in the plains of Jericho." Such a delay might 
appear to be a grievous mistake; in an earthly 
general it might be deemed an irretrievable 
blunder ; but the Israelites had Jehovah for their 
Captain, who was guiding them " by the skilful ness 
of His hand," and He could make no mistake. He 
halted His army at Gilgal for no unimportant pur- 
pose; the delay was intentional; before Jericho 
could be successfully attacked, work had to be done 
in their own camp ; before " the sword" could be 
drawn upon their enemies, the " sharp knife " must 
be applied to themselves. Circumcision must take 
place before Jericho could fall. 

The place that this incident occupies in the 
history of the Israelites, and the teaching which, I 
believe, it is intended to convey to us, for whose 
learning it is written, will appear somewhat more 
clearly if we for a moment review the events that 
preceded it, and their application to the spiritual 
history of the people of God. 

Moses had died, and Israel, under Joshua, was 
to inherit the land. Tha law had failed to bring 
them in, and one, whose name was the " Saviour ^^ 
had arisen to accomplish the purposes and promises 
of God. The destructive river tho-t barred their 
progress had been passed in safety, its power hav- 
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ing been broken, and its whole weight sustained 
by the presence in its waters of the ark of the 
covenant; the "river of judgment" lay behind 
them. By no efforts of their own, but by faith^ 
Israel had crossed the barrier. The twelve stones 
buried under its waters, and the twelve stones 
erected in Gilgal, had exhibited to the people the 
respective symbols of their burial and oblivion as 
regarded the past, and of their elevation and esta- 
blishment in a new position as living witnesses to 
the power of Jehovah. 

We have seen how strikingly these facts illustrate 
the history and position of believers. Not by works 
of righteousness that we have done, not by obed- 
ience to the law, not under Moses, but by Jesus 
Christ the Saviour, are we brought into the land 
of the living. The terrible judgment, the sentence 
of death that barred, like the flaming sword at 
Eden's gate, an entrance into the presence of God, 
was sustained by Him whom that ark typified : He 
underwent its curse : He sank under its waters : He 
died for us ; and by simple trust in His atoning 
work, in His substitution for us, we pass scathless^ 
into the place of blessing, f ' Being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; by whom also we. have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand," (Rom. 
V. 1, 2.) The judgment is now behind us, so 
far as regards our sins ; having been ^^ crucified 
with Christ, we shall never come into condemna- 
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tion,** (lit. the judgment.) The divine ordi^ 
nance of baptism, the type of which was the 
burial and raising up of the two sets of stones, 
then sets forth our position in God's sight. 
"Dead with Christ," "buried with Christ," 
both as to past sin and as to our present evil 
nature, we are represented as " risen with Christ," 
both as to our standing before God, and as to our 
participation in His resurrection-life. We are 
"alive from the dead," "new creatures in Christ," 
"alive unto God in » Jesus Christ our Lord." 
This is our judicial position, our actual standing 
before God. In Christ Jesus we are in the 
" heavenly places," with judgment behind us, as 
the Israelites were in Canaan, with Jordan in their 
rear. As, however, the land that lay before them 
was to be appropriated, as its strongholds were 
to be subdued, so, in order to our enjoyment of 
" all " the " spiritual blessings " wherewith we are 
" blessed in heavenly places, " there must be the 
apprehension of the promises by faith, the making 
of the land our own by the planting of the foot on 
all that God has given us. We must claim and 
lay hold, or else we shall never realise the blessed 
portion which is truly ours in Christ. 

As, moreover, with them, mighty strongholds 
were in their way, which, if not subdued, would 
effectually dispute their title and hinder their 
peaceful enjoyment of the country, so with us; 
many a lofty city within us has to be " laid low, 



96 GILGAL; OBy 

even with the dust," many a heart, now a fortress, 
possessed by the god of this world, has to be over- 
come and won for God. 

Conflict, then, is the portion of the believer, as 
much as it was that of Israel. Conflict with " spiri- 
tual wickedness in heavenly places," as theirs was 
with flesh and blood in the land of Canaan. 

But as with them it was needful that the second 
circumcision should take place before that conflict 
could be commenced, so with us must that take 
place which answers to circumcision, before we 
can successfully go out to fight the battles of Christ, 
and subdue those whose hearts are now fortresses 
garrisoned by Satan for places which may become 
fruitful gardens of the Lord. In the language of 
the story before us, we must learn to use the " sharp 
knife " upon the flesh in ourselves, ere we can go 
out with the " drawn sword " to contend with the 
powers in the world around us. 

I would here beg my reader's most earnest and 
prayerful attention to the subject under considera- 
tion. It is one of which, I believe, the importance 
can hardly be overrated ; for we live in days when 
there is a wide-spread and intelligent perception of 
the judicial standing of the believer, but where 
there is very little pf the practical application of the 
separating aijd sanctifying truths of the Word to the 
heart and life. We, many of us, know what it is to 
be " seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; " 
our hymns and books and tracts are full of it, and 
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feeling. What zeal and discretion combined. With 
what holy aptitude they would avail themselves of 
openings. How skilfully they would adapt their 
means to their purpose. With what intense, though 
restrained, earnestness and indomitable perseverance 
would they prosecute their tasks. Not as now, with 
the timidity and fearful forebodings Which argue 
faithfulness and augur failure ; but with the courage 
of men who are conscious that they are working in 
unison with Divine power, and to whom victory is 
never doubtful, though it may be somewhat delayed. 
And while with such qualifications they engaged in 
their work, the Spirit's inworking would produce in 
them that lofty style of character which would give 
force to all their efforts. The lofty source and nature 
of their inspiration would be manifest from its fruits. 
Disinterestedness and self-denial, meekness and 
humility, patience and fortitude, benevolence and 
devotion, being manifest in all they did — considerate- 
ness for others and forgetfulness of self, with holy 
reverence for God, being their distinguishing charac- 
teristics — moving in a higher region than their 
worldly neighbours, and being actuated by other 
motives, their character would impress men no less 
than their speech; and by the influence of their 
goodness, no less than by the persuasiveness of their 
arguments, would they win men to Christ. Some of 

G 
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the prejudiced might mock as at Pentecost, attribut- 
ing to an inferior and unworthy source the inspira- 
tion which they did not share and could not under- 
stand ; but the more candid and ingenuous souls 
would feel and confess that the power was all of 
God. God's own energy would be freely put forth 
through channels so well-fitted for its exercise ; and 
again, as of old, multitudinous conversions would 
attest the presence and power and value of a spiritual 
baptism. 
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WHAT HINDEES OUE EECEIVING THEM. 

Although the Divine blessing may sometimes seem 
to XLS to be delayed without perceptible reason, we 
may be assured that it always comes at the fitting 
time— -that is, at the time when we are prepared to 
receive it. " I will cause the shower to come down 
in his season," saith the Lord. And the Lord's 
season for sending blessing is always when the 
state and attitude of His children will warrant its 
bestowal. 

TTe have a pocrr conception of our Father's love, if 
we think of Him as being backward either to satisfy 
the desires of His own children, or to bestow on otiiers 
His saving grace. The hindrance to His working is 
never traced in Scripture to Himself, but always to 
something in His creatures. If the Lord ''be as a 
stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that 
tumeth aside to tarry for a night " — if He " be as a 
man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save " 
— ^it is because " our iniquities testify against us " — 
and because " our backslidings are many." If there 
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ibe few displays of saving power, it is not because 
"the Lord's hand is shortened that it cannot save," or 
**His ear heavy that it cannot hear" — ^but because 
" our iniquities have separated between us and our 
God, and our sins have hid His face from us, that 
He will not hear." The Holy Spirit does not operate 
powerfully, because His operations are hindered by 
the remissness of His people. His influences are not 
copiously and efl&caciously exerted, because by xm- 
holy qualities in His people these influences are 
quenched. As it was with the Saviour, so is it with 
the Comforter whom He hath sent — He cannot do 
many mighty works because of prevalent unbelief. 

The Church of Christ generally is now seeking 
the salvation of sinners, with an eagerness of desire 
which has probably not been equalled since the days 
of the apostles. That desire is of the Lord's inspiring, 
and will not compare in its intensity with that which 
He Himself cherishes. Strong and eager as it may 
be, it is nothing to that from which it springs. Ours 
is but finite. His is infinite. We commit a great 
mistake, therefore, when we speak and act as if the 
Holy Spirit were less solicitous than we are for the 
salvation of sinners — ^as if we could be active in 
seeking it, and the Blessed Spirit idle — ^as if we 
could conform to God's plan, and comply with the 
conditions He prescribes, and He fail us not- 
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withstanding. To speak and act thus, what is it but 
to impugn His faithfulness, and to limit His love ? 
Surely, if we consider those descriptions of His 
character which His Word contains — the feelings to 
which He gives utterance, in view of the sinner's 
perdition — His desire, so repeatedly and earnestly 
expressed, that the sinner should turn from his way 
and live, we cannot regard the Divine Spirit as 
backward to convert, or less eager than ourselves for 
the salvation of the lost ! We must see that His 
desire surpasses ours as the infinite surpasses the 
finite, or as the heavens are high above the earth. 
We must see that, just because we are dependent on 
God for success in our work of winning souls, the 
measure thereof cannot fall short of the measure of 
our qualifications, but that God will use us just in 
proportion as we are fitted for His use. 

For how should we conceive of Oodf What is 
the representation which the Bible gives of His 
character ? We are told that " God is lova" He is 
represented as boundless in His benevolence. Both 
as regards its gifts and its objects, His love is shown 
to be infinite as His own nature ; His favours are not 
confined to a few who are His friends ; " He is kind 
to the unthankful and the evil ; " " The Lord is good 
to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works ;" 
" He openeth His hand and supplieth the wants of 
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every living thing." From the fountain of His love 
He is constantly sending forth streams of blessing 
into all parts of the universe, flooding with joy the 
most distant provinces of creation, and giving glad- 
ness to His creatures proportioned to their capacity 
for enjoyment. The intensity of His love has been 
shown in the gift of His Son for the world, that 
whosoever believeth in Him might have everlasting 
life ; while He declares, on oath, flis unwillingness 
that any should perish, and His desire that all should 
turn and Uve. 

Now, with such a view of the Divine character, it 
is impossible to avoid the conclusion that God will 
use us just in so far as we are qualified for use, and 
that our limited success, or our non-success, is ex- 
clusively owing to ourselves. When His love is so 
boundless, when He delights in the happiness of His 
creatures, if we do not succeed in making men 
participate in the blessings of His grace, it is not 
because He withholds the blessing, but because there 
is something in us which interferes with its com- 
munication. He desires the salvation of aU with an 
infinite desire, and He will never refuse to save any 
while He has instruments which may be used in 
effecting their salvation. His love being infinite will 
go forth to bless His creatures whenever it finds an 
appropriate medium. There is no scarcity in the 
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fountain, and if the stream which flows from it be 
limited in amount or confined to a few^ it is only 
because of the narrowness or the obstructed condition 
of the channel. We are but as the conduits through 
which the living waters of an infinite fountain flow ; 
if those waters do not flow very copiously, if they do 
not spread far, if but a small part of the moral 
wilderness is refreshed and fertiKsed, it is not that 
the fountain is exhausted, but because the channel is 
narrowed by earthliness, choked up by unholy passion 
and desire. We reflect the rays of the Sun of 
Eighteousness on a benighted world. And if the 
reflection be faint and feeble, it is not because of any- 
thing wrong up yonder, but because the reflector is 
dimmed by the breath of impurity, or twisted and 
marred by selfishness and pride. It is our own faiilts 
that hinder our greater usefulness. We are not 
straitened in God, but straitened in ourselves. 

It is a most solemn consideration that Christian 
men may act a part which will hinder the Divine 
toorking. The Scriptures plainly teach that the Holy 
Spirit's operations, however powerful in themselves, 
are liable to be interfered with by our misconduct. 
Although He is the Divine Spirit, possessed there- 
fore of Omnipotent energy. His influence may be 
repressed and quenched. Although He is an ever- 
present Spirit, ready to cleanse believers from all 
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their impurities, and to adorn them with all His 
graces, He may see that in them by which He is 
grieved. If it were not so, the exhortations of the 
apostle — ** Quench not the Spirit," " Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God," would be meaningless. These 
were addressed to Christians who possessed the Spirit 
in no small measure, simply because of the danger of 
their pursuing the course of conduct deprecated. 

The second of these exhortations occurs in the 
midst of a number of others, which should be read 
in connection with it in order that its bearing may be 
fully understood. "Wherefore putting away lying, 
speak every man truth with his neighbour : for we 
are members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin 
not : let not the sun go down upon your wrath : 
neither give place to the devil. Let him that stole 
steal no more : but rather let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth. Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth, but that 
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice : and be ye kind one 
to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 



WHAT HINDERS OUR RECEIVING THEM. 107 

as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." We 
shall not be stretching the passage unwarrantably if 
we regard the whole of these exhortations as having 
to do with that grieving of the Spirit from which the 
apostle dissuades. The Holy Ghost is and must be 
grieved by whatsoever is wrong in speech or be- 
haviour, and especially by a want of Christian 
courtesy and charity among the members of the body 
of Christ. The sympathy of the Divine nature with 
what is found in us, renders it certain that the Ever- 
blessed Spirit must be painfully aflQscted by those in- 
consistencies of character which are our reproach and 
shame. Dishonesties, idleness, unholy anger, false or 
impure utterances, bitter and clamorous contentions 
among the members of the Divine family, are repug- 
nant to the spotless purity of His nature ; and espe- 
cially must they be so, in view of the fact that those 
who manifest them have been, and are, to some ex- 
tent, the subjects of His operations. Think of the 
Spirit of holiness having to witness dishonest acts, 
which would ahnost disgrace a worldling, in those 
who are professedly the subjects of His transforming 
influence. A professing Christian withholding from 
his neighbour that which is his due, defrauding him 
by cunning or by force, and so flagrantly violating 
Christianity's fundamental law ! What can be more 
grievous to the Divine Spirit who has entered into 
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him, and is dealing with him in order to his salva- 
tion ? Is not the exhortation of the apostle — ^by the 
reference which it makes to the Spirit's work in him 
— ^iiitended to give a pointed and solemn rebuke to 
his dishonesty, and to make him feel that he who stole 
should steal no more i Think of the Spirit of truth 
beii:ig a witness to the conduct of His subjects, when 
they either by direct utterance, or by insinuation, or 
by an assumed appearance and manner, seek to de- 
ceive their neighbours ! How can He look with com- 
placency on their procedure when they either speak, 
or act, or look a lie ? How can He who intensely 
abhors all falsehood wherever it is found, be otherwise 
than grieved by it in them ? Is there not enough in 
Paul's reference to the Spirit's work in them to make 
them so ashamed of their deceit that, putting away 
lying ^ they will speak every one truth vdth his neigh- 
hour ? Think of the Spirit, whose fruits are meek- 
ness and gentleness, seeing the heart which He has 
made His temple, and the sphere of His operations, 
agitated and distracted with unholy anger! Can 
anything be more offensive to Him than that such 
feelings should be allowed to exist where He dwells ? 
Think of impure utterances coming from the lips of 
him whp claims to be led by the Spirit of holiness — 
words which pain the ear of the pure-hearted, and 
corrupt whosoever may listen to them! We can 
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hardly conceive of any greater insult being offered to 
the Divine guest. And if the Spirit be not sinned 
away from the heart of such a man, He must be un- 
speakably grieved by the ^thy communications which 
proceed out of his mouth. Think how the contentions 
which sometimes prevaQ among beUevers, must pain- 
fully afiFect the Spirit of peace and concord — how 
jarring sounds, and angry looks, and uncharitable 
chaiges, and malicious feelings and purposes among 
those who should be kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, must grieve Him 
even as the loving father of a numerous family is 
grieved by the quarrels which disturb the peace of 
home. There can be nothing, we imagine, more at 
variance with His mind — more acutely painful to His 
loving nature — more directly and entirely at variance 
with His desires. And where a church suffers itself 
on any account to become such a scene of hatred and 
strife, or where contending sects waste their strength 
in maligning and injuring each other, there — who can 
question it ? — more than anywhere else, is the Spirit's 
work hindered, and the Spirit Himself grieved. There 
is a deep pathos which gives all the force of the most 
tender entreaty to the apostle's exhortation, " And 
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, 
and tvrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking. 
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be put away from you toith all malice : And be ye 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you." 

The Church's duty then, if she would not quench 
and grieve the Spirit, is to put away from her what- 
soever is at variance with His character and the pur- 
pose of His operations. What the Spirit Himself is, 
that she should seek to become. All His fruits and 
graces she should prayerfully and assiduously culti- 
vate. The thought of an ever-present Spirit with 
her, to whom all unholiness is most repugnant, should 
make her careful to avoid every form of evil, and to 
abstain even from that which bears its appearance. 
She honours the Spirit while she thus bears practical 
testimony to His sanctifying ppwer, and she is 
qualified for being used by the Spirit for honourable 
purposes. She becomes a fit instrument for the 
Spirit's use in the conversion of the world, and is 
employed by Him accordingly. His influences freely 
flowing through her and blessing the world around. 
"In a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and of silver, but also of wood and of earth ; and some 
to honour and some to dishonour. If a man there- 
fore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the Master's 
use, and prepared unto every good work." 
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Where there may not be any wilful indulgence in 
the sins we have named, it is possible that the Spirit 
may be greatly quenched and grieved by the worldli- 
ness of the Church. And it may be questioned if at 
present anything so hinders His operations as her too 
eager pursuit of worldly good, and undue anxiety 
about worldly concerns. As a fire is extinguished by 
a sufficient covering of earth, so is the Spirit quenched 
when the mind is filled with the world. When the 
necessary or self-imposed claims of business occupy 
the attention of the members of the Church, almost 
exclusively throughout the whole of their waking 
honrs ; when they follow them from the counting- 
house, or the workship, or the factory, to the fireside ; 
when their pressure interferes with family prayer, 
causing it to be omitted frequently, or observed in a 
hurried and careless manner, and encroaches on their 
private devotions, crowding them into a few moments, 
and reducing them to a few heartless petitions uttered 
chiefly as a matter of form, because the mind is 
unable to rise from its low level of worldliness into 
a devotional frame ; when they can spare but an 
hour or two in the week for more public religious 
duties and observances, and that hour is often en- 
croached on by the world ; when, through the mind 
being so much occupied in one direction, it receives 
a bias which it is difficult to counteract, so that when 
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present in God's house for the purposes of devotion, 
the world still fills their thoughts — how is it possible 
that the Spirit should sanctify them or use them in 
saving others ? They complain that the sermon is 
not edifying. How can it be so when, though bodily 
present, they are mentally absent, and while hearing 
do not heed? They complain that the means of 
grace are profitless. How can they be otherwise 
when only the body is engaged in their observance ? 
In these things it is especially true that ** bodily 
exercise profiteth little/' 

Closely connected with this, and operating in a 
similar manner, is conformity to the world's fashion 
and customs. If, in society, Christians appear like 
men of the world, except in what the world would 
pronounce sinful — if they manifest the same love of 
dress — ^the same anxiety to conform to fashion — ^the 
same desire for distinction — the same thirst for 
pleasure — the same levity of manner — the same 
abandonment to worldly pursuits, and the same pride 
of purse ; if, like the world, they show respect to 
wealth rather than to character — if they spend their 
money, without sense of responsibility to any other 
being, in procuring all the luxuries or superfluities 
which are common to worldly men in their station — 
if they habitually repair to the places of amusement 
which the world frequents, and spend their time in 
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the trifling conversation in which the world indulges 
— in a word, if they keep religion out of sight, so that 
men would not know whether they were religious or 
not, but for the circumstance of their attending, and 
partaking of the communion in, such a church or 
chapel ; by that crust of conformity to the world the 
Spirit's influences are restrained and quenched. How 
can their religion prosper when it is so seldom exer- 
cised, and so little nourished ? How can it grow 
when it is so much concealed, so seldom brought to 
light ? They might as well expect a child to thrive 
while confined to an apartment too strait to admit of 
its limbs being exercised, and to which the light of 
heaven and the wholesome air can never penetrate. 
Religious life, like any other life, must have freedom, 
or it will droop and die. The Spirit's influences 
must have scope for their exercise, or they will not 
produce a high state of spirituality. Moreover, how 
can such Christians be made instrumental in tlie 
conversion of others ? The Spirit would make them 
the medium through which to exert His influences 
on others, in order to their conversion. They are not 
only to communicate the truth to them, but to in- 
fluence them by their character ; for without the 
enforcement of character the truth will be compara- 
tively powerless. But how can they influence the 

world by their character when tlieir character and th(» 

Ji 
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world's are so mucli alike ? They cannot raise others 
above their own level, or make them better than 
they are themselves 1 And at present they so closely 
resemble the world, that they are much more likely 
to make it satisfied with its present state than 
desirous for change. 

Whatever may be the reason for this absorbing 
pursuit of earthly things, we cannot for a moment 
admit that it ceases to be culpable and injurious. 
After all that may be said of excessive competition 
rendering it necessary, it may still be fairly urged, in 
reply, that the refreshment and help which might be 
obtained from due attention to the claims of religion, 
would fit for the more efficient performance of every 
secular duty. And should it be, as is sometimes 
said, that religious fidelity would mean temporal 
ruin, a Christian man should be willing even to run 
that risk. He should be able to say, " If my business 
will not yield enough to support me without destroy- 
ing my religion, I forego its support. I have learned 
to imitate His example, and to trust His word, who 
says, *Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.* 
I can live without the fruits of my business if God so 
wills, and if not, I am content to die." It may be 
hard to act thus : it will be hard in inverse pro- 
portion to the extent of our religion. It is hardest 
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when the religious life is at the lowest ebb, and 
where, consequently, there is the greatest need for it, 
if Christians would not hinder the Spirit's operations. 

HINDRANCES IN THE PULPIT. 

Although it may seem more especially to concern 
preachers than ordinary members of the Church, we 
cannot overlook anything so prominent and powerful 
as the pulpit in our glance at the causes by which 
spiritual influences are restrained. The Gospel, or, 
more generally speaking, those truths which are 
known as evangelical, truths which cluster round the 
cross of Christ, are the appointed means for promot- 
ing and sustaining the life of God in the souL Others 
minister light to the intellect, but only by these is 
the heart rendered humble, and grateful, and devout. 
Wherever these truths, therefore, are kept out of 
view by the introduction of other themes, or in a 
measure supplanted, there the Spirit's operations 
are hindered, because the means through which He 
works are wanting. We can make allowance, can 
even cherish some degree of respect, for the desire 
which preachers sometimes evince to adapt their 
ministrations to the spirit and wants of the age. 
But we think that desire is carried sadly too far, and 
that a fatal mistake is committed, when the pulpit is 
employed for the discussion of secular themes, and 
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the attention is occupied on the Lord's day with 
literary or philosophical dissertations. Discourses of 
this nature may draw a goodly concourse of hearers, 
especially if the accompanying attractions are power- 
ful. But it were madness to expect from them the 
overwhelming impression, the pungent conviction, 
the deep contrition, the radical transformation of cha- 
racter, which are the signs of spiritual life, and the 
immediate fruits of the Spirit's inworking. In order 
to these, the Gospel must be preached simply and ear- 
nestly, as it was by Peter, and Paul, and Luther, and 
Baxter, and Wesley, and Whitfi,eld, and others, whose 
names are great in the records of spiritual achieve- 
ment. And why should it not be so ? Is it incum- 
bent on the preacher of the Gospel to descend from 
his lofty mission simply that he may minister to the 
age's craving for knowledge? Are there not other 
public instructors who can supply this lack ? The 
proper work of the pulpit is the conversion of sinners, 
and the sanctification of believers — a work great 
enough to tax all the energies and employ all the 
talents which the pulpit can command. And while 
there are various mediums for the diffusion of general 
knowledge, and it is the only one which exclusively 
contemplates this end, it is a blunder as well as a 
profanation to turn it aside, on any account, frota its 
high and. holy purpose. By all means let other sub- 
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jects, whether secular, or scientific, or historical, or 
philosophical, be introduced, in so far as they can be 
made available for the illustration and enforcement 
of evangelical truth. Let astronomy pay its tribute 
to Him who is the bright and morning Star ; let the 
flowers speak of Him who is the Eose of Sharon, and 
the Lily of the valley, and the Plant of renown ; let 
the animal world bear testimony to the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, and the Lamb of God who beareth 
away the sins of the world ; let the rocks and hills 
show forth the stability and eternity of the Eock of 
ages ; and the winds and the ocean's waves tell of 
Him who holds the winds in His fists and the waters 
in the hollow of His hand ! Yea, let all natural forces 
and laws do homage to Him who, as the universal 
Monarch, controls them all, and creation throughout 
all its bounds render tribute to the cross. Let this 
be the object of the excursions made into other fields, 
and the preacher may range through the universe, 
nor can he levy from it too frequently or to too large 
an extent. But if any of these subjects be allowed 
to take the place of Him to whom they ought to 
minister, and instead of setting forth the Saviour's 
qualities and claims, be employed to conceal Him 
from sight, the obstacle which is thereby presented 
to His operations cannot fail to grieve the Spirit. 
The church which desires or suffers such ministra- 
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tions may have a numerous and fashionable member- 
ship ; but withal they will not fail to induce a state 
of coldness and death which will totally unqualify 
her for communicating spiritual life to others. 

Nor is it much better with the church whose 
ministrations are of such a nature as to perplex 
inquiring hearers, instead of expounding to them the 
way of salvation. Little good can be expected from 
any discourse which confounds want of power with 
want of will, and after proving that men cannot do 
what God commands, tells them that they must be 
damned if they do not ; or which charges them to 
believe in Christ without presenting any fact con- 
cerning Him and them of which faith can legitimately 
lay hold. Discourses of this nature have been and 
may still be heard in some of the pulpits of our land ; 
and in so far as it is so, instead of its being a matter of 
surprise that the Spirit's influences are not mani- 
fested in the conversion of sinners, it would indeed 
be very surprising if they were. It is no vindication 
of such sermons to say that the Bible contains state- 
ments equally perplexing. Even if it were true, 
which may be fairly questioned, it is not the preacher's 
business to present the perplexing to inquirers, but 
to instruct them in the plain, expounding the Gospel 
in a manner so clear and simple that a child may 
understand it. It is a significant fact in the history of 
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the Church, that the preaching most adapted by it:$ 
simplicity to oonTert has proved most successful in 
conyersion. The discourses which, independently of 
the Spirit s agency, would be most likely to move and 
persuade, are those which the Spirit usually employs 

# 

to move and persuade. 

K these remarks bear directly on preachers, Uioy 
concern hearers as well. The complexion of tho 
sermon is as often determined by the pew as by tho 
pulpit The preacher attracts hearers of a particular 
stamp, and moulds them by his influence, or ho con- 
forms to their tastes and is moulded by them. In 
either case, for the style of preaching which prevails 
the congregation is scarcely less responsible than tho 
pastor. 

Moreover, what we have said is, in principle, as 
applicable to private effort as to public proachii)g. 
Christians must work, and work in a manner adapted 
to the end in view, if the Spirits influences are not to 
be restrained. In our Sabbath School instruction, in 
the tracts we distribute, in our conversation witli tlio 
careless and the inquiring, we must study adaptation, 
being careful at the same time to accompany our woll- 
adapted efforts by earnest and faithful prayer. 1 lav- 
ing done our best, we may confidently look to tlio 
Holy Spirit to bless us. But neglecting either effort/ 
or prayer, it is presumption to expect that lie will 
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use MB for gracious purposes. His influences are 
quenchei Grieved with us. He visits us with some 
token of His displeasure, and our spiritual barrenness 
is the inevitable result. 

FINDING FAULT WITH MODES OF OPERATION. 

We only add, that when the best of means have 
been used, and the Divine blessing prayerfully 
sought, the Church should beware of grieving the 
Spirit by complaining of His modes of operation. 
Tliere is a morbid dread of excitement evinced by 
many Christians in seasons of revival, which we be- 
lieve to be dishonouring to the Spirit, and obstructive 
to His influences. A church begins to heave with 
new life ; — ^sinners are impressed, and begin to in- 
quire, What muLst I do to he saved t — many are hope- 
fully converted; — the sanctuary is thronged night 
after night with deeply interested hearers, and morn- 
ing meetings for prayer are largely attended. There 
is every evidence that the Spirit of God is at yrork, 
and His working is accompanied by such an excite- 
ment as is not unnatural when men wake up to see 
themselves exposed to hell, and Satan is losing his 
prey, and souls are passing from death to life. What 
if, in these circumstances, the people of God, instead 
of assisting the work by their efforts or their prayers, 
begin to cry out about the danger of excitement ; — if. 
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refusing to yield to the Spirit's influences because the 
mode ot their manifestation does not meet with their 
approval, they presume to dictate to God as to how 
He shoidd work, and will not accept of the blessing 
for which they have been professing to pray, because 
it does not come in the manner and within the limits 
which they have prescribed ? Oh, who can tell how 
much the Spirit has been quenched by such conduct 
on the part of professing Christians, and of how many 
precious seasons it has deprived the Church. We do 
not advocate paroxysms of excitement, knowing well 
that they cannot be sustained — that lassitude will 
follow after they subside — and that, under their in- 
fluence many profess to be converted, who, after they 
have passed away, fall from their profession, and thus 
prove that their impressions were slight and transient. 
It is much better to have a steady progress which can 
be sustained, and leads to no relapse. But on the 
other hand, the most feverish excitement is better 
than the stillness of death. The flooded river, though 
it may here and there overflow its banks, is a more 
noble object than the fetid, stagnant pool. In the 
body which we have just borne from the river, and 
over which we bend, looking eagerly for the symptoms 
of returning life, we would rather witness the con- 
vulsive throes, than the rigidity of the corpse. God 
may manifest Himself, and does most frequently 
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manifest Himself, in the still, small voice, and we 
may, for good reasons, prefer to meet with Him there ; 
but it is better that He should come in the mighty- 
rushing wind, or the thimder, or the earthquake, 
than that He should leave us unvisited. If, as the 
result of an excitement,* hundreds should be added to 
the Church, although one half of these should prove 
that their impressions are transient, it is better to 
have half the number on which we had reckoned of 
genuine conversions, than unbroken stillness and 
perfect order, and no conversions at all. It is not 
for us to pray that God may work either in one way 
or another. He is a sovereign, and it is for Him to 
choose, not for us to dictate, His modes of operation. 
Only let us beware of quenching the Spirit by at- 
tempting and presuming to limit Him to any method, 
and objecting to conversions because of their not tak- 
ing place in what we deem an orderly and respectable 
manner. Let us .seek an enlarged manifestation of 
spiritual influence, come how it may, and prepare to 
receive and yield to it, whether it be accompanied by 
great excitement or by deep solemnity of feeling. 
Let us not grieve the Spirit by over-sensitiveness, 
any more than by our indifference to the progress of 
the cause of God. Let us have faith both in His wis- 
dom and in His love and power. Let us be assured 
that while He is too wise to err, His jealousy for the 
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honour of His cause will lead Him to choose, as He 
is able to adopt, the best methods for its advance- 
ment. It may be safely left in His hands to further 
it by the methods which He thinks best ; and veiy 
unbecoming is it in us to show signs of fear or dis- 
satisfaction when His work assumes a form other 
than we expected, or were prepared to approve. And 
as for personal feelings — the love of quietness which 
excitement disturbs, or the respectable propriety 
which it shocks — ^what truly Christian man would 
not sink every such feeling in his desire for, and his 
joy over, the extension of the kingdom of Christ. To 
allow any preference, or inclination, or prejudice, or 
interest to interfere with that, would indeed be to 
prove ourselves unworthy of the Christian name, 
and show how little we are prepared to receive the 
showers of blessing for which nevertheless we look 
and pray. 

We have said enough to indicate some of the ways 
in which the Spirit may be quenched and grieved, 
and the work of God hindered. Other illustrations 
will readily present themselves to the reflecting 
reader. And what we have to say of those we have 
mentioned will apply to all others — " Let us beware 
of these things." By our relation to Christ — by the 
obligations under which we lie to Him — by all that 
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He lias suffered and done for us — ^by all the blessings 
He has secured for us, and all the love wherewith 
He has loved us — by the dignity of our calling as 
temples of the Holy Ghost — by the glorious destiny 
for which He has sealed us — ^let us see that we be 
guilty of nothing contrary to the Spirit's will, or 
obstructive to the Spirit's work. Let us not pain 
the Holy One to whom we owe so much, tet us not 
be guilty of ingratitude to our gracious Benefactor. 
Let us not hinder His merciful purposes concerning 
us, either as regards the works of usefulness in 
which He would employ us, or the exalted destiny 
to which He woidd raise us at last. Above all 
things, let us not hinder this work by our unbelief. 
Let us not set limits to the Holy One of Israel. Let 
us look for the continued exercise of Divine power. 
Let us expect the continuance of the blessing if it 
has already come, and look for a share in it if it has 
not yet reached our portion of the vineyard. Let us 
seek to be in harmony with our Lord's movements, 
responsive to His influences. Let us place ourselves 
in such an attitude that we may become channels 
through which the Divine blessing shall flow, agents 
through which the Divine power shall be exercised. 
Let us attempt and expect great things in our 
Master's service. Let us be on the alert to discern 
the signs of our Lord's coming. Let us listen to 
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Him when He says, " Behold, I come ! " Let us 
watch His movements as, clothed in Divine power 
and majesty. He walks among the golden candle- 
sticks. And if the sound of His footfalls becomes 
more and more audible, as the sign that He draws 
nigh, or if the stir all around tells that He is here, let 
not unbelief blind us to the privilege we enjoy, nor 
niggardliness make us grudge the cost our receiving 
Him must involve ; but as loyal subjects who have 
long waited for the honour, entertain their sovereign 
when he condescends to visit them, let us give Him 
the royal reception with which it behoveth us to 
welcome our King. Let us '* prepare the way of the 
Lord ; make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Let every valley be exalted, and every moun- 
tain and hill be made low." Let us " cast up the 
highway, and gather out the stones ; " strew palm 
branches along His path; raise loud hosannas in 
honour of His coming. Let rich and poor, high and 
low, young and old, join the song — "Hosanna! 
hosanna ! Blessed be the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord ! Hosanna in the highest ! " 
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CONCLUDINa WOEDS. 

If the reader has perused with approval the fore- 
going chapters, they will have left on his mind an 
impression in harmony with, and enabling him to 
appreciate and to perceive a fulness of meaning in, 
the apostolic phrase — The love of the Spirit It is 
devoutly hoped that this maybe one of the effects 
produced by the perusal of the volume ; for it is the 
writer's conviction that among those who believe in 
the love of the Divine Father and the Divine Son, 
the love of the Divine Spirit is by many practically 
denied. The need of the Spirit is recognised, the 
power of the Spirit is held and maintained ; but the 
love of the Spirit is seldom touched on in pulpit 
ministrations, or mentioned in confessions of faith ; 
and on the part even of earnest Christian workers, 

there is a failure to realise the Spirit's desire for the 
salvation of men. 

Our labour will not be lost if it produces in such 

minds the conviction that in this matter, as well as 

every otherj the Holy Spirit is in harmony with the 

Father and the Son. The three dispensations of grace 

are but different developments o^ or steps in, the 

same plan — a plan from its origin to its consumma- 
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tion in perfect harmony with itself. The Holy 
Spirit in applying, the Father in originating, and the 
Son in providing salvation, work in the same line 
and with the same feelings and intent. They are 
moved by the same Divine benevolence. Of this 
benevolence the influence of the Spirit is the fruit no 
less than the sacrifice of Christ ; and the one is as 
unrestricted in its bearing as the other. If no man to 
whom the Gospel comes is excluded from the benefits 
of the Saviour's death, except by his own rejection of 
them, neither is any man excluded from the benefits 
of the Spirit's influence except by his own resistance. 
His working has in no age of the world been con- 
fined to those who are saved. He strove with the 
inhabitants of the Antediluvian world, even after it 
had grieved God that He had made man upon the 
earth, seeking to turn them from the wickedness 
which led to their being swept away by the waters of 
the flood. He instructed the Israelites in the days 
of the prophets, and testified against their evil doings, 
until God gave them up to national destruction, 
because there was no remedy. He moved so mightily 
on the minds of Stephen's hearers that they were 
cut to the heart ; and so maddened were they by the 
influences to which they would not yield, that they 
stoned to death, gnashing on him with their teeth, the 
faithful monitor through whom the Spirit spake. And 
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these things are only in harmony with the prophecy 
which foretold the coming of the Pentecostal pheno- 
mena — "And it shall come to pass in those days that I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ;" and with the 
passage in the close of Eevelation, which represents 
the Spirit and the Church as working in unison for 
the conversion of the world — " The Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." 
According to this, the work of the Spirit is at least as 
extensive as the invitations of the Church. He joins 
with her in them all. They are His as well as hers. 
If she utters them with the living voice, He enforces 
them with the silent influence. If she presents them 
in legible characters to the eye of the sinner, He 
presses them by an invisible power on the sinner's 
heart. They are more His than hers ; for He prompts 
her to utter them while He Himself works to make 
them effectual. She is only His representative — the 
channel through which He speaks to mankind. The 
graciousness of the invitation is not hers, but His. 
He proffers the priceless blessings without money 
and without price.. All the earnestness that comes 
out in the oft-repeated entreaty is His, not hers. He 
is the author of the Gome, Come, COME. It is His 
urgenoy which that word expresses. And His more 
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than hers the grief when the oft-repeated invitation 
is rejected by perishing men. 

There can be no greater proof of the Spirit's good- 
ness in the prosecution of this great work, than is 
supplied by the character of the men whose salvation 
He seeks to promote. It is not for those whose 
character He regards with complacency, that He is 
constantly evincing this benevolent desire ; nor is it on 
them that He is constantly exerting His persuasive 
influences, but for men and on men whose wickedness 
renders them loathsome in His sight. It may be 
difficult for us to realise the full force of this con- 
sideration. Our familiarity with sui, and the com- 
parative indifference with which we witness it, not 
to say the fearfully tainted state of our own nature 
even after we have been so far sanctified, renders 
it impossible for us adequately to conceive of the 
intense repugnance with which He regards it. More 
loathsome than the most loathsome bodily disease to 
us is ithis spiritual leprosy to the infinitely pure 
Spirit. More disgusting than any monstrosity we 
can witness in the bodies of men is this spiritual 
deformity to the Spirit of order and beauty. More 
revolting than to us are the worst crimes that dis- 
grace our calendar, is the wrong which the sinner 
does to God, in the estimation of Him who is the 
Spirit of righteousness and truth. No pleasure does 
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it afiford Him to come into contact with such rebels 
His instinctive shrinking from them requires to be 
overcome before He can speak to them, or touch 
them. He regards with less aversion the vilest thing 
that crawls in the mire. And yet to recover those 
men from their rebellion, and win them back to God 
— ^to purge them from all their vileness by His influ- 
ences — to efface the image of the devil, and impress 
upon them the image of God, making them shine 
with all the lustre of His reflected glory, the blessed 
Spirit draws near to them, and lays hold of them, 
pleads with them, and plies them with His influ- 
ences ; year after year He does so, and although He 
meets with many a rebuff, and is exposed to many 
an insult, and is often grieved, and wounded, and 
shocked, He continues His efforts until the sinner 
yields, or imtil resistance has reached a climax 
which renders all further effort manifestly hopeless ; 
and then, and not till then, and even then not with- 
out a pang of pitiful regret, He leaves the sinner to 
his doom. The cry uttered so long ago, is the cry of 
the Divine Spirit still over those whom He is con- 
strained to leave — " How shall I give thee up ! How 
shall I deliver thee !" And His, too, as expressive 
of His own dealings, those words of our Lord — " How 
often would I have gathered you as a hen doth her 
chickens under her wings : and ye would not ! " 
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Let not the children of God, therefore, dream of 
setting limits to the love of the Spirit. Let them on 
no account impugn His character, or speak of Him 
as cherishing feelings, or acting a part, at variance 
with those of the Father and the Son. Let them not 
add to the obstacles which they too frequently offer 
to His working, the injury of attributing to Him a 
limited benevolence. Let them beware of commit- 
ting this sin against the Holy Ghost. But, cherishing 
views of His love,*which, while they are demanded 
by the nature of His work, are as honouring to Him 
as they ought to be encouraging to them, let them 
go forth, animated by the assurance that the Spirit is 
ever with them, and seek to be co-workers with Him 
in His efforts for the salvation of the world. It is 
the best incentive to evangelistic labour to be assured 
that the Spirit is using us, and furthering, through 
our instrumentality, the great objects at which He 
aims ; and thd best qualification for labour is that 
sympathy with the Spirit^s purpose which faith in 
His goodness inspires. We need to be convinced 
that that Divine Spirit, imder whose superintendence 
is the present dispensation of grace, who is now in 
the Church as the representative of Christ, whose 
province it is to " convince the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment," desires the salvation 
of men no less than Christ did, and is in full har- 
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mony with the Father's feelings, when " He so loved 
the world, as to give His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." What tenderness and efficacy 
it will give to our pleading, if we really believe in the 
Spirit's boundless compassion and infinitely benevo- 
lent desire — ^if we view Him, not as an influence 
without feeling or emotion, but as an ever-present 
person, earnestly solicitous for the welfare of the 
worst members of our race, and deeply lamenting 
their destruction ! And what confidence it will give 
to our various endeavours for the salvation of men, 
if we are sure that He is not only with us, but before- 
hand with us therein, prompting all we do, and 
desiring, far more earnestly than we can, that our 
labours may be crowned with success ! Oh, that the 
churches of Christ, of every name, may be led thus 
to believe in the Spirit's love; and realising their 
strength, while they recognise their duty, may go 
forth to their work strong in the confidence that He 
is with them, and thrilling with the sympathy which 
flows from a willing and intelligent response to His 
influences ! Oh, that all their ministers may learn 
to speak as men whom the living Spirit moves ! Oh, 
that those who are His temples, may more accurately 
and worthily represent to the world the character of 
the Spirit who dwells within! Oh, that both in 
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faith and feeling they may prove themselves fit in- 
struments and allies of the loving Spirit I — ^that by 
greater confidence in Him, and greater sympathy 
with Him, they may prove the truth of the confession 
made when the creed of Christendom is read or 
repeated, " I believe in the Holy Ghost I " 

We close our remarks on this subject with the 
same note with which we commenced them. Our 
desire is to turn the Church's attention to the only 
source of her strength — ^the ever-present Spirit. It 
is ground for most devout thankfulness that she is 
neither forsaken herself, nor required to deal with a 
God-forsaken world. One who breathes Divine pity, 
and wields Divine power, is here, ready through her 
instrumentality to save and bless the world. He 
dwells in her, purging her from selfishness and sin, 
and investing her with all Divine qualities, training 
her for the spiritual warfare against the wickedness 
of the world, in which He summons her to engage. 
And in proportion as His work in her advances — ^in 
proportion as she intelligently realises ffis purpose, 
and rises into sympathy with Him — in proportion as 
she becomes, by her freedom from impurity and her 
investiture in His graces, fitted for His use — ^in pro- 
portion will He employ her in the great work of 
winning the world to Christ. Dwelling in her and 
moving her, He will make her and the places round 
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about her a blessing. As water gushes from the 
spring and fertilises the desert, producing verdure 
and flowers and fruit where barren sands glared and 
scorched, so will holy influences flow forth from her 
to make the moral wilderness fertile as the garden of 
the Lord. For, in proportion as her graces abound, 
in proportion will they diffuse their influence. The 
holier her character, the more resplendent and far- 
shining her light. Good shall go with her. Men 
shall bless her when she is worthy of herself 
and her Lord. In the Holy Spirit is our hope. 
He will make her what she is destined to be- 
come — Christ's own bride, "arrayed in the fine 
linen, clean and white, which is the righteousness of 
saints," *' holy and without blemish." By His might 
she shall conquer the world. Its selfishness. will be 
put to shame by her self-sacrificing generosity. Its 
pride will bow in presence of her humility. Its 

. earthly-mindedness will be stimulated by her soar- 
ing devotion to seek after a better inheritance. Its 
pollution will shrink from the searching light of her 
spotless purity, and its infidelity be confounded as it 
beholds her child-like and unwavering faith. child 
of God I yield thyseK to the influence of the ever- 
present Spirit. Seek to be led by Him, and filled with 
Him, baptized in the Holy Ghost. Do thy part to 

promote the purity and spirituality of the Church 
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of Christ, and through the Church to bless and 
transform the world. Act as if the coming of the 
millennial glory were in a measure dependent on 
thee. Let thy deeds as well as thy lips breathe the 
prayer, " Thy kingdom come ; Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven." Open thy heart for a 
mighty influx of spiritual power, and prayerfully, 
hopefully, wait for its coming. Be ready to hail its 
approach, as the pale watcher hails the dawn ; or the 
eyes which, from a beleaguered tower, have long 
scanned the distant horizon, hails the advancing 
banners of the succouring host ; or as the husband- 
man the gathering cloud which tells of the coming 
shower. Whoever may be barren, seek to have thine 
own soul fertile with the Spirit's fruits, and fragrant 
with His graces " as the smell of a field which the 
Lord hath blessed." Be this prayer continually on 
thy lips : Awake, north wind ; and come, thou south ; 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 
fiow out ! Let my beloved come into His garden, 
and eat His pleasant fruits ! 



THE END. 
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